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By natasha anderson

Weddings throughout history have been celebratory 
events, and they’re becoming more festive than ever 

as brides and grooms move further from the traditional 
occasions of the past and focus instead on creating a fun 
and unique experience for guests. 

“Weddings and wedding planning have changed over the 
years from typically formal, etiquette-based affairs to more 
whimsical, individualized events,” says Allison Taylor, owner 
of WNC Weddings & Events, in Pisgah Forest. “Brides 
and grooms are now looking for options that will create an 
overall experience for their guests while showcasing their 
own personal styles.”  

The guest-conscious approach will take many forms 
in 2017, with themed rehearsal dinners and receptions 
incorporating things like wine tastings and art exhibits, or 
Great Gatsby parties with lounge singers, casino tables and 
cigar rolling. Multi-day events with ancillary activities such 
as group hiking, ziplining, spa experiences, golf or Biltmore 
Estate tours are also in demand. “Destination weddings 
are being coordinated from the minute guests step off the 
plane on Thursday through their departure on Sunday,” says 
Melissa Porter, co-owner of Asheville Event Company.

Couples are finding creative ways to infuse their 
personal style into their nuptials as well. The number of 
brides and grooms writing their own vows and incorporating 
their pets, travel excursions and other interests into their 
celebration continues to grow, as does the utilization of 
personalized décor, according to Porter. 

“Printed material is a perfect way to infuse personality 

and style into a wedding,” she says. “Wood, marble, metal 
and glass are all things that can be printed on and sent to 
guests.” Other design trends include vintage and industrial 
décor with mixed metals, exposed brick, clean lines, glass 
and found objects. Metallic hues, bold colors, neutrals and 
greenery will be the favored color palettes according to 
Taylor, who also notes the continuing focus on local foods, 
flowers, favors and other products. 

Utilizing local wineries and breweries is another 
continuing trend. “The options are broader than you 
might think,” says Gina Trippi, co-owner of Metro Wines, 
in Asheville. “In addition to wines from North Carolina 
producers, we also offer wines from North Carolina-based 
importers, and can customize the experience further by 
providing biodynamic wines, for example, or wines by 
female vintners.”

WNC also provides an abundance of choices for 
accommodations, an increasingly important aspect of 
wedding celebrations. “We are so lucky to be in Asheville 
because there is so much to do,” says Beverly Gottfried, co-
owner of The Farm in Candler. “Many of our couples make 
their wedding into a week-long event, staying in the cabins 
and cottages at The Farm with friends and family and using 
it as their home base. They head out on tours, float down 
the French Broad River, go whitewater rafting. Some of our 
brides visit a local flower farm to pick the blooms that will 
be used for their bouquets and other decorations.” 

Whatever the couple’s interest and personalities, it’s 
these personalized extras that make a wedding experience 
truly memorable. And where better to plan the event than 
right here in Western North Carolina!

Weddings in 2017 Will Express  
Creativity and Individuality 

The Blossom Jar in Lake Toxaway. Courtesy of  
WNC Weddings & Events. Photo by Fox & Owl Studio
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When it comes to weddings & special events, 
Maggie Valley Club & Resort is the perfect venue 

in Western North Carolina.
Imagine saying your vows surrounded by gorgeous 

rrhododendrons and other native  ora. e pristine fairways of the 
course offer stunning views while the beautiful Smoky Mountains 

provide a dazzling backdrop, making yours 
a truly enchanting ceremony.

828.926.4831 • 800-438-3861 • MaggieValleyClub.com

Enchanting.

Premier wedding and 
lifestyle photographer 

specializing 
in natural light 

photography.

∂

Located in western 
NNorth Carolina 

near Asheville and 
Hendersonville.

  brittanyrenephoto.com  ∂  719-306-1157

Rehearsal Dinners • Events Venue 
Whiskey Maker Dates & Parties

ElevatedMountain.com | (828) 944-0766
3732 Soco Rd, Maggie Valley, North Carolina

Elevate the Moment
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For the best-laid plans that will 
not go awry, but rather result in 

a perfectly memorable day, many 
brides find attending trade shows 
comparable to a walk through a 
garden of ideas, trends and themes.

Marc and Colleen Wheeler, 
owners of Wedding Festivals, have 
produced bridal trade shows for 
more than 25 years, with eight shows 
a year in Western North Carolina 
and Upstate South Carolina. Their 
Asheville show will be held Saturday, 
February 4, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 
the U.S. Cellular Center.

“Wedding Festivals creates a 
wedding environment at every show,” 
says Colleen. “Brides are able to 
see their prospective professionals face to face, smell the 
flowers, taste the cake and use all their senses to plan 
their wedding.”

Gathering nearly 400 wedding professionals in one 
place saves time and energy, say the couple, who, besides 
years of experience, bring to their business backgrounds in 
theater production and the imports business. 

Exhibitors Summer and Stephen Gossett own two 
wedding photography businesses—FamZing Photography 
and Video and Noveli Wedding Photography—and have 
participated in Wedding Festivals events for six seasons. 
Their businesses encompass a team of photographers 
and videographers to shoot weddings as well as a more 
customized boutique brand of very dynamic photography. 

“Hands down, there is no better 
way for us to advertise our wedding 
businesses,” she says, adding that 
a quarter of their sales comes from 
people who see their work at the 
expo.

The Wheelers see many trends 
emerging in 2017, some of which 
turn tradition on its head. For many 
couples, “regional comfort food” 
replaces “fancy” fare. Venues include 
multiple environments for ceremony, 
cocktail hour and reception. Fewer 
flowers give way to “heavy specialty 
greenery.” Lanterns combine with 
candlelight for romantic ambience. 
Unexpected color combinations 
show up, including brides’ dresses in 
soft pastels. 

In addition to vendors who will help 
couples decide how to stage their big day, the wedding expo 
offers five workshops featuring industry professionals who 
provide practical advice on wedding planning. Offered are 
such topics as “Budget, Not a Dirty Word” and “The Best 
Gown Silhouette for Your Body Type.”

Exhibits include an area of table setting displays and a 
gallery of photography styles for weddings such as editorial, 
fashion and traditional. Each show the Wheelers produce 
features a platinum mock wedding and reception display. A 
Groom’s Expo offers more ideas, samples and prizes.

Tickets are $8 each and include chances for door prizes 
and giveaways as well as discounts provided by exhibitors. 

For more information or to reserve tickets, visit weddingfestivals.com.

The Big Event:  
Asheville Wedding Show

Meghan Rolfe Photography

Amanda Prince Photography
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Storybook Weddings at Chetola Resort

HAPPILY
Leave your stress behind, 

soothe your soul and dream 
about your big day at our 
full-service spa and salon.

Kara Miller
828.295.5520
Chetola.com

AFTER
For intimate gatherings to 

grand galas, our venues 
combine rustic elegance with 

classic sophistication.

EVER
� e perfect place to 

say “I Do” and enjoy the 
wedding you’ve always 

dreamed of. classic sophistication.

PLAN YOUR 
WEDDING TODAY:
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Western North Carolina’s Newest Wedding Venue
Situated Inside an Exclusive Mountain Cove 

of 365 Peaceful & Enchanting Acres 

466 Narrow Ridge Lane, Green Mountain, NC 28740
904.716.3116 • www.GreenMountainFarm.org
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By Belle crawford

Western North Carolina is a special place to tie the 
knot. The beauty of the Blue Ridge Mountains and 

the charm and character of Appalachia make the region a 
unique and popular wedding destination. The Burnsville 
Wedding Expo on Saturday, February 18, from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Burnsville Town Center will showcase more 
than 30 businesses from in and around Burnsville that 
specialize in everything from wedding venues, flowers and 
jewelry to event planning, catering and wedding dresses. 

“With another great selection of vendors this year, we 
are excited to display all of the talent available throughout 
our area,” says Chad Fox, the manager of the Burnsville 
Town Center and co-coordinator of the Expo. “Just like last 
year, it’s always fun to see the latest wedding trends and 
decorating ideas.”

Visitors to the Expo have the chance to win door 
prizes and raffles, and all who come will be able to take 
home free samples provided by vendors. Visitors will also 
have the opportunity to ask questions about pricing and 
products offered by retailers, wedding specialists and 
service providers. 

Springmaid Mountain, a mountain retreat and special 
events venue, is one of the vendors exhibiting this year 
at the Expo. At Springmaid Mountain, couples can get 
married against the backdrop of breathtaking views of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains and rent charming cabins to 
accommodate wedding guests. 

One of the giveaways this year is an overnight stay 
at The Buck House Inn, which includes breakfast and 
golfing at Wolf Laurel Country Club. “We’re also especially 
excited to be partnering with Banks Jewelers for this 
year’s ring giveaway,” says Fox. “Brides will have an 
opportunity to win a beautiful ring from one of Burnsville’s 
great local businesses.”

This is Banks Jewelers’ second year participating in the 
Burnsville Wedding Expo. “We were very surprised at the 
turnout last year,” says owner Tina Sinks. “This year we 
are excited to be giving away a beautiful 14k white gold 
diamond wedding band any bride would be proud to wear 
for her wedding.”

The Burnsville Town Center is located at 6 South Main Street in Burnsville. 
Admission to the Burnsville Wedding Expo is $5. For more information visit 
burnsvilletowncenter.com or call 828.682.7209.  

Burnsville Town Center Hosts Wedding Expo

 W W W. S AW Y E R F A M I L YF A R M S T E A D. C O M   |   8 2 8 . 74 3 . 5 4 5 6
6 miles north of Cashiers, NC overlooking Lake Glenville in the heart of the Western North Carolina.6 miles north of Cashiers, NC overlooking Lake Glenville in the heart of the Western North Carolina.
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By ellen Butler

No wedding is complete without the perfect dress. 
Whether a classic ball gown, a vintage treasure or a 

simple cotton number, the dress reflects a bride’s unique 
style and can inspire or complete her vision for the 
wedding. With this in mind, finding the perfect gown can 
seem like a daunting task, but a look at the coming year’s 
trending styles may help jumpstart the search.

“As we look forward to our 2017 weddings, there are 
several emerging trends that we are looking forward to 
seeing on our clients,” says Allison Taylor, owner of WNC 
Weddings & Events. “Plunging necklines seem to be the 
real standout for the year, with floral details, ruffles, bows 
and off-the-shoulder dresses also taking the stage for this 
year’s collections.”  

Margaux Weinstock, owner of local bridal shop 
Wildflower Bridal, seconds Taylor’s opinion on neckline 
and ornamental details, but also mentions emerging 

trends on color and the importance of sleeves. “Color has 
been a trend for a while,” says Weinstock. “Many brides 
have gravitated towards blush gowns in the past years, but 
now I’m noticing a move towards soft grays and lavenders. 
Sleeves are also a big hit with many of my clients—whether 
off-the-shoulder, cap sleeve or long sleeve—and bell 
sleeves are a big trend that I’m seeing everywhere right 
now.” As far as shape, Weinstock notes strong trends 
towards fitted silhouettes or separates and crop tops. 

“It’s interesting, though,” Weinstock notes, “because a 
trend can mean two different things. It can either be what 
designers are currently showcasing or what people are 
buying.” For Weinstock and Wildflower Bridal, this means 
that a highly curated selection and the full assistance 
of a personal stylist are paramount. “Our goal is to help 
brides find and style their look so that they feel like the 
most beautiful version of themselves at their wedding,” 
says Weinstock. “Therefore, we always strive to translate a 
bride’s personal, everyday style into her bridal look.”

Gown Trends for 2017
Include Fitted Silhouettes and Sleeves

Courtesy of Wildflower Bridal and Taylor Heery PhotographyCourtesy of Stargazers Designs
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  www.themidnightplowboys.com
828.232.1130  •  themidnightplowboys@gmail.com

THETHE M I D N I G H TM I D N I G H T
PLOWBOYSPLOWBOYS

Traditional String Band for Weddings & More

Celebrating the Spirit of Mountain Music

farmgirlgardendesigns.com
828.450.3268

A Farmer Florist
...for all your flower needs.

Bouquets, Edible Flowers
Adornments

Stargazers Designs

347 A New Leicester Hwy
Asheville NC 28806

828-254-3621

Creating your dream wedding
is our desire…

Specializing in weddings, events and portraits

HannahBellePhotography.com
hannahefurgiuele@gmail.com

828-773-6472

The Laurel Wedding Guide
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By charles Josef

The average bride has Pinterest boards, magazine 
clippings and a picture in her mind of what she 

would like to wear. However, along with the 
aesthetics and emotional draw of a gown, 
there is one rule that must be recognized: 
‘Form Follows Function.’ Keep this rule 
in the back of your mind as it pertains 
to season, comfort, venue, activities and 
ceremonial rituals. 

Gowns are purchased far in advance of 
the wear date, which can cause a bride to 
forget seasonal conditions. “A bride can 
find the perfect bare plunging gown, but 
forget that her wedding is in December,” 
says Tricky Wolfes, owner of Parties 
to Die For. Her co-owner Kathy 
Rainer adds, “Winter is no 
time to be bare, but can offer 
an opportunity for adding 
accessories.” Of course, in 
cooler weather you can add 
layers, but there is only so 
much that you can remove in 
the heat of the summer.

When bridal gowns are 
tried on as samples, brides 
sometimes overlook aspects 
of comfort, dismissing minor 
concerns because it is not the 
actual dress. “A dress is not 
only a look but a feeling,” says 
Carol Davis, owner of Candler 
Budget Bridal. “The garment 
and textiles in combination with 
how you look in it are items 
to be considered.” When 
choosing, make certain that 
the sample feels easy to wear, 
remembering the actual dress 
will be made just like it.

It would be a perfect 
world if wedding venues 
came with gown suggestions, 
but they don’t. “Brides want 
the glamorous romantic 
look but it doesn’t always 
suit the terrain,” says 
Susan Marlan, officiant at 

BeLoved Ceremony. “Rocky parks and wooded trails are 
rough on wedding dresses.” You can embody the princess 
experience in a grand ballroom, but have the same 

wedding in a rustic brewery and that ball gown may get 
ripped well before the reception is over.

One of the biggest battles between glamour 
and ease-of-wear appears at the back of the 

gown. “Long dramatic trains look good 
in photos, but in reality are not the 

most comfortable or practical,” says 
Wildflower Bridal owner Margaux 
Weinstock. “I recommend a mid-
length train or none at all with a 

custom removable train made during 
alterations.” This solution, becoming more 
popular, offers the best of both worlds.

The most important opinion when it 
comes to your bridal gown is your 

own. However, if you are saying 
‘I Do’ in a traditional setting, 

be mindful of any cultural 
or religious restrictions. 

Bare shoulders and 
plunging necklines 

may create a 
conflict. Luckily, 

the over-
blouse is not 
only trendy, 
but also 

stylish and 
can do for the 

bodice what the 
removable train does 

for the skirt.
Gown shopping is 

an experience which can 
include flexibility. Find out 

what options are available with 
your perfect dress as it pertains 
to the unique circumstance 
of your wedding. With a bit of 
clever compromise, your dream 
dress can be the best dress you 
have ever worn.

Charles Josef is an independent local 
designer specializing in bridal attire 
and fine alterations. Learn more at 
charlesjosefbridal.com or by calling 

828.678.0196.

Courtesy of Brielle Cataldo Photography

Considerations for Your Big Dress Purchase
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Done in house

OUTDOOR WEDDINGS ◆ ELOPEMENTS ◆ RECEPTIONS ◆ REHEARSAL DINNERS

skymountainevents.com

PRIVATE SETTING  a  BREATHTAKING VIEWS

The Laurel Wedding Guide
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By ellen Butler

What celebration is complete 
without a fabulous feast? 

From hors d’oeuvres to mains to 
cakes and wines, a carefully curated 
menu is an important feature for 
any couple that knows the food at 
their wedding is as important as the 
guests enjoying it. 

For many Asheville couples, 
this means that locally sourced 
menus are a must. “We just started 
our catering business at Fairview’s 
Hickory Nut Gap Farm a little 
over a year ago, and we have 
certainly noticed a growing desire 
for local, farm-raised foods,” says 
customer relations director Kelsey 
Winterbottom. “Naturally folks want 
to know where their food is coming 

from, especially on the most important day of their lives!” 
Marc and Marianne Blazar of The Orchard Inn and its 

Newman’s Restaurant in Saluda couldn’t agree more. The 
owners of this popular venue with an equally popular 
catering team note the importance of local farms to their 
menus and to their guests. “We are so lucky to grow 
incredibly tasty vegetables in this area,” says Marianne, 
“and our menu is built on the area’s produce as well as 
local trout and fresh farm eggs. We always get some 
vegetarians, which we love catering to as we grow an 

exciting variety of organic vegetables 
ourselves apart from the vegetables 
we get from local farmers.”

As far as courses go, Blazar notes 
the trend to move away from the 
traditional “two-course-plus-cake” menu 
and towards a menu that showcases 
a variety of options with four smaller 
courses. And for dessert, it seems 
a recent trend towards cupcakes 
has faded out in favor of traditional 
wedding cakes again. “However,” says 

Balzar, “I can say that great taste and customized flavors 
are preferred to overly decorated cakes.”

With any wedding menu, beverages are a huge feature. 
Gina Trippi, co-owner of Metro Wines in Asheville, notes 
the importance of a wine list. “The wedding world is 
constantly evolving and wedding providers must keep 
moving forward with it,” she says. “Guest conscious events 
often focus on a theme such as wines by women vintners, 
biodynamic wines or wines produced by wineries that 
donate part of proceeds to charity.”

Local is Trending When it Comes to the Menu

Courtesy of WNC Photography

Photo by Joye Ardyn Durham 

Courtesy of The Farm. Photo by Sarah Jones Decker
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Over 500 Gowns
$300 or less!

New and
Once-Used Gowns

Accessories Available

Candler Budget
Bridal Shoppe

2274 Smoky Park Hwy
Candler, NC 28715

828.670.1871
CandlerBudgetBridal.com

FIND THE

Perfect
Dress

Mon–Fri 10–5 • Sat 9–2 • Fittings by AppointmentMon–Fri 10–5 • Sat 9–2 • Fittings by Appointment

FOR THE BUDGET-MINDED BRIDE

WEDDINGS • RECEPTIONS • OFFICE GATHERINGS • HOLIDAY PARTIES • REUNIONS • BUSINESS MEETINGS • ON-SITE LODGING & CATERING

215 Justice Ridge Road, Candler, NC 28715  |  828.667.0666  |  TheFarmEvents.com

begin at THE FARM!xtraornar vent
Minutes from Asheville                    Spectacular year-round views • Intimate facilities from a gazebo to a picturesque barn

The Laurel Wedding Guide
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By allison Taylor

Choosing the right caterer can be one of the most 
critical components in planning a wedding, aside from 

choosing the venue. There are many things to consider 
when exploring the available options, and not all caterers 
are created equal. Beyond the obvious of choosing 
a caterer whose food you love, there are some other 
aspects to consider as well. And, comparing menus and 
prices is not as simple as comparing apples to apples. 

“All caterers have different 
set-ups, and a great caterer will 
work with the wedding planner 
to assure that the table setting 
design and the food displays will 
tickle your eyes as well as your 
palate,” says Cynthia Brasher, 
owner of Black-Eyed Susan 
Catering. “Enhancing the local 
flair through the menu choices 
and the presentation contributes 
to the overall feel of the event.”

It’s important to confirm that 
the caterer will be sufficiently 
staffing the event to ensure that 
all foods are served according 
to the schedule, that guest 
beverages remain filled, and that 
plates are cleared in a timely 
manner. Assuring that they 
will arrive with all necessary 
items or that they will clearly 
communicate any rental items 
needed is something else to 
consider. It helps to know how 

they will display the foods, if they’re familiar with the 
venue’s requirements, and what they will manage after the 
event ends.

“Look for a full-service caterer who can provide complete 
setup of guest dining areas and bars, service during dinner 
and complete breakdown and cleanup when the event 
ends,” says Ashley Teran, owner of Smash Events, Inc. 
“Whether it’s a buffet or a plated meal, there are hours 
of behind-the-scenes work that must be done before 
guests even arrive to make sure everything is perfect. The 

extra money spent on properly 
staffing an event has proved to 
be invaluable to our clients.” 

In addition to ensuring that 
the catering logistics are managed 
professionally, and that the table 
settings and food displays are 
aesthetically pleasing, choosing 
a tasty menu is the other key 
component in selecting a food 
provider. “We hope that clients 
won’t forget that the day is 
about them, and their menu 
choices should represent their 
tastes and personalities,” says 
Matthew Macon, owner of Food 
Experience catering. “The menu 
and the style of food should be 
fun and whimsical, as should the 
entire event.”  

Allison Taylor owns WNC Weddings & 
Events and thoroughly enjoys planning and 
coordinating weddings and events. For more 
information, please visit wncweddings.net, 
e-mail ataylor@wncweddings.net or call 
828.553.7718.

Fueling the Festivities with The Right Caterer

Weddings Catered by Ingles
By audra Goforth

Chef’s Kitchen is Ingles Markets’ full-service 
catering division in Asheville. Its dedication to 
providing fresh and affordably priced menus can 
meet any couple’s or wedding planner’s expectations.  

“We take into consideration wedding traditions, 
the make-up of the guest list and, most importantly, 
the budget,” says Melissa Leavell, advertising 
director at Ingles Markets. “We are detailed in our 
planning so that our bride and groom have the 
wedding day of their dreams with menus to meet 
those imaginings.”

Chef’s Kitchen features an assortment of 
creative menu items ranging from tasty croissants 
and mouth-watering sandwiches to delicious 
entrees and exquisite desserts. Its catering 
service offers many dining ware options including 
traditional glass, silver and china. 

Most importantly, the quality of its food and 
service is unbeatable. Chef’s Kitchen makes it a point 
to ensure the bride and groom receive personalized 
and consistent service from its team and chefs.

For more information about Chef’s Kitchen, or to view a showcase 
of its offerings, visit thechefskitchen.com or call 800.453.1675.

The Farm’s latkes with smoked salmon.  
Photo by Sarah Jones Decker 

Mini-burger bar by Black-Eyed Susan Catering,  
planning and coordination by WNC Weddings & Events.  

Photo by Amanda Prince Photography

Ingles Catering at the Maggie Valley 
Country Club
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carolynmariephoto.com

Custom Wedding Ring Design | Bridal Jewelry

56 Haywood Street, Asheville
828.585.7230 | www.foxandbeaux.com 

Jewelry that is Uniquely Asheville!

828.225.5751
donatellicakedesigns.com

57 Haywood Street, Asheville

169 Charlooe Street near the Grove Park Inn

(828) 575-9525  |  metrowinesasheville.com
     AshevilleWeddingWines

Gift Registry for 
wine, beer, fine glass-
ware and local art.

Venue space for 
rehearsal dinners 
and bridal showers. 
Plenty of parking.

We work with 
planners & couples 
to create the 
perfect day. 
We deliver wine 
to your venue. 
Bartender 
aavailable. 
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By Kayla maneen

Whether large 
or small, 

classic or eclectic, 
the wedding cake 
is an important 
tradition that many 
couples put time 
and effort into 
choosing. However, 
cakes aren’t the 
only pastries 
to be featured 
in ceremonies 
anymore. Various 
other desserts are 
starting to take 
center stage. 

Whatever it 
is that couples 
decide on, finding 
that perfect 
dessert can be 
tricky. Enter two 
local bakeries that 
can get the job 
done—with style. 

Karen Donatelli 
Cake Designs 
in downtown 
Asheville has 
specialized in 
creating beautiful 
and custom 
desserts since 2012. 
Catering to large 
and small events, 
this bakery and 
café specializes in 
reflecting clients’ 
personalities in the 
dessert designs. 

Owner Karen Donatelli has been working in the pastry 
arts since the age of 15 and prides herself on making every 
project unique. “I have a passion for artistic creations that 
are edible,” she says. “This is my profession, my passion, 
my work. I gather my inspiration from travel, ancient 

architecture and 
trying new ideas.” 

Not far away 
in Fletcher, 50/
Fifty: The Art 
of Dessert is a 
husband and wife-
run bakery. Named 
for their belief in 
the importance 
of balance (in 
desserts and in 
life), the owners 
started 50/Fifty in 
2011. The shop has 
catered countless 
ceremonies since 
its inception, 
specializing in 
wedding cakes and 
desserts.

Whether 
couples want 
something 
casual, elaborate, 
traditional or 
unique, 50/Fifty 
is there to help. 
And if couples 
want to stray off 
the cake path, 
they can request 
a custom dessert 
table featuring an 
assortment of mini 
desserts. 

“We are 
looking forward 
to watching our 
business grow 
and continuing to 
show people in 
Asheville and the 

surrounding areas what we have learned over the years,” 
says Mandy Butler, co-owner. “I love my job. I just love 
making people happy with desserts.”   

For more information, visit donatellicakedesigns.com or 
50fiftytheartofdessert.com.    

Above, Karen Donatelli Cake Designs, below, 50/Fifty: The Art of Dessert

Wedding Desserts  
Are More Than Just the Cake
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Carolina 
Bridal & 
Wedding

Fair
August 6, 2017

Noon - 5 PM
Cabarrus Arena & Events Center

4751 Highway 49 North  
Concord, NC 28025

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE
CarolinaBridalFair.com

The Carolinas' Ultimate 
Wedding Planning Event!

Carolina Bridal & Wedding Fair 
has become one of the largest and 
most well-respected bridal events 

in the Carolinas. 
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By Gina malone

Of all choices that engaged couples make, a setting for 
the ceremony is the most fundamental. Where they 

exchange vows, mingle with friends and family, pose for 
photographs—these are the places to which their minds, 
in remembering, will return over and over again in years to 
come.

“Stylistic match” may be the most important 
consideration in choosing a spot, says Beverly Gottfried, 
owner of The Farm – A Gathering Place in Candler. “Does 
the venue feel right?” Factoring into this feeling are 
architecture, landscapes and “a friendly and competent 
staff.”

The Farm, with its “rustic elegant décor,” offers an 
Event Center—with a stone fireplace, vaulted ceilings and 
hardwood floors—that opens onto a wrap-around porch for 
the combining of indoor and outdoor spaces.

Ben Phillips of Yancey County’s Green Mountain Farm 
likens weddings to stories with “a setting integral to the 
characters.” His venue offers various beautiful spots 
within its grounds, including meadow, orchard, cavern, 
waterfall and Haven Lodge Lawn at 3,000 feet with views 
of Roan Mountain. 

Every season at Green Mountain offers its own beauty, 
Phillips says, from the “lush and full-blown beauty” 
of summer and fall to spring with its “fresh, tentative, 
newborn elegance” to winter “with a backdrop of icicles at 

the mouth of our cavern.”
Seasonal beauty does not, 

however, preclude adverse 
weather. Swannanoa’s Hidden 
River Events offers a river, pond, 
red barn and flower gardens—all 
potential spots for a ceremony—
but when skies turn gray, there 
is the safe retreat of a 5,000- 
square-foot tent on a concrete 
pad. “We attract couples who 
want a truly beautiful event 
that is stress free,” says owner 
Jeanne Sommer. Hidden River is 
able to accommodate couples-
only weddings as well as ones 
with 350 guests. 

With a quiet setting that also 
offers proximity to downtown 
Asheville, Sky Mountain can 
provide small-scale nuptials or 
accommodate up to 125 guests 

for ceremonies and 50–75 for receptions. Since their first 
wedding in 2014, says owner Melissa Sommerich, they have 
added a large patio area, a water feature and new decks.

For couples who prefer an intimate wedding without 
giving up the grandness of natural setting, The Swag in 
Waynesville offers “elopements at 5,000 feet.” Owners 
Dan and Deener Matthews call their country inn a 
“retreat,” where people come “to peel away the city.” 

Situated on the “swag” between two knobs and 
abutting the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, the 
14-room inn looks as if it has been there much longer 
than 40-some years. A gazebo on Gooseberry Knob with 
sweeping views serves as the site for weddings with 12 
or fewer guests. With miles of hiking trails, one-of-a-kind 
rooms with all the amenities and anticipation of every 
need by the staff, it is “a great romantic place to get 
away,” Deener says.

In nearby Maggie Valley, Miss Caroline’s Wedding 
Chapel, a charming structure right in the town’s business 
district, also offers elopement packages and will soon add 
space to accommodate more than 150 guests.

The bottom line in choosing a venue is this, according 
to Phillips: “Couples need to think about how and where 
they wish to spend their special day and with whom they 
wish to spend it.” 

To learn more, visit thefarmevents.com, greenmountainfarm.org, 
hiddenriverevents.com, theswag.com and misscarolines.com. Sky Mountain is  
on Facebook.

Choosing the Perfect Spot

Photo by Sposa Bella Photography.  
Courtesy of The Farm
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Lenny & Eva Jewelry for Bride and Bridesmaids, 
Unique Decor for Your Wedding Day and

Bridal Registry Available

486 Hazelwood Ave, Waynesville
828.246.9697  robinblu.com 

REMOTE, RUSTIC,  REFINED, REMARK ABLE

ELOPE AT 5,000 FEET

The Swag, a romantic mountaintop hideaway
on the edge of Great Smoky Mountains National Park

828.926.0430 • TheSwag.com
Waynesville, NC

FontaineVineyards.com

Large Wedding & Elopement Packages
Wine Tastings / Tour Buses Welcome!

 

102 TOWN SQUARE
BURNSVILLE NC 28714 

828-682-2329 • NUWRAYINN.COM

Ceremony, Reception and 
Accommodations Venue

13 Guest Rooms
Backyard Gardens and Deck

Indoor and Outdoor Fireplaces
Accommodating 75 guests indoors
and 125 guests for outdoor events

Nu Wray Inn
Est. 1833

The Laurel Wedding Guide
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By Gina malone

When wedding excitement 
is a sweet, distant 

memory with thank-you notes 
written, dress packed away 
and photographs lingered over 
and shared, there remains a 
daily reminder of nuptials, the 
glittering symbol that travels 
with a couple throughout their 
married life—the wedding ring.

As do many area jewelers, 
Meryl Lefkovich of Meryl 
Lefkovich Design offers 
customized designs that go far 
beyond the plain gold bands of 
the past. “Couples today want 
their wedding to reflect their 
particular story,” she says, “less 
about tradition, status and brand 
recognition, more about who 
they are as individuals.”

She welcomes the chance 
to marry her creativity with 
their wishes. “I want to learn 
about what they are drawn 
to—in nature, art, travel, color. 

It helps to open their minds to 
all possibilities and helps me 
to learn more about them.” 
Sketches and a wax form allow 
clients to visualize the piece 
before it enters final casting and 
the finishing process. 

Lauren Moody of Fox and 
Beaux says that, when it comes 
to jewelry, grooms are just 
as involved as brides are in 
designing rings. Grooms also get 
excited, she says, “about decking 
out their groomsmen for the 
big show with our groomsmen 
packages including hand-crafted 
leather suspenders, bowties, 
cufflinks and watches.”

Tom Reardon and Kathleen 
Doyle of TRKD believe “the 
use of rings as symbols defines 
what marriages are about and 
the moment of ring exchange is 
often the highlight moment” of a 
wedding. They bring 45 years of 
experience as artisan jewelers 
to their studio. 

“From an existing sample 

From top, Fox and Beaux wedding bands,  
Diamond sapphire and morganite ring  

and rose gold crossover ring by Meryl Lefkovich

Nontraditional Wedding Jewelry Shines

The Laurel Wedding Guide
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Bridal & Attendees Hair/Up-dos
Bridal & Attendees Makeup Application 

Bridal Eyelash Extensions
Bridal Facials

We w Brides!

Turner&Co.
   B E A U T Y  B O U T I Q U E   •   S A L O N   •   S P A

Call to schedule a trial!

828-785- 5599   t   turnerbeaut y.com
6 Al l  Soul s  Crescent ,  A shevi l l e ,  NC 28803

The Laurel Wedding Guide

Courtesy of Kristin R Laughter of KRL Designs and Parkers Karat Patch Jewelers

or design, we can customize anything,” Doyle says, 
“width, patterns, metals or incorporating family 
gemstones.” Ring designs often hinge on personal 
moments special to a couple. TRKD has incorporated 
the Brooklyn Bridge into a man’s ring and made a 
Mount Pisgah ring for a woman.

Reardon and Doyle work with couples’ budgets as 
well, setting up payment plans if needed. “We notice 
that our younger customers are more price-conscious 
and don’t think of a diamond as the only wedding 
stone. They’re more willing to consider other gems 
or silver.”

Raw diamonds are a popular choice for engagement 
rings at Fox and Beaux, but Moody says she offers 
diamonds and gemstones of all kinds and creates 
designs for family and heirloom stones. She once 
created a wedding ring using a piece of polished river 
glass a couple found on their first date.

Taking customizing a step further, Jessica Hall of 
Bluebird Designs offers a workshop option in which, 
with guidance and assistance, couples fabricate their 
own wedding bands. “Your rings will be a forever 
reminder of your love and commitment to each other,” 
Hall says. “And you will have a special memory if you 
made them yourselves.”

Contact Meryl Lefkovich at 413.214.2196 or at meryllefkovichdesign.com. 
TRKD may be reached at 828.253.5030 or trkd.com. Find Fox and Beaux at 
foxandbeaux.com and Bluebird Designs at bluebirddesigns.com.

Courtesy of Thomas Reardon & Kathleen Doyle of TRKD

AppalachianFarmWeddings.com ^  828-400-9800

 Affordable Weddings & Events

 Rustic Barn Wedding Venue

 Beautiful Mountain Setting

 Maggie Valley/Waynesville
Minutes from Asheville

We are honored to host your Special Day!
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Love & Weddings

Plan Yours at the Ranch

Since 1941 • Just 15 miles from Asheville

828.667.9100 • www.pisgahviewranch.net
70 Pisgah View Ranch Road (off Davis Creek Road), Candler

Recommended by Trip Advisor 

搀漀眀渀琀漀眀渀 愀猀栀攀瘀椀氀氀攀戀椀氀琀洀漀爀攀 瘀椀氀氀愀最攀  

戀氀甀攀戀氀甀攀
䠀攀爀椀琀愀最攀 䌀漀氀氀攀挀琀椀漀渀䠀攀爀椀琀愀最攀 䌀漀氀氀攀挀琀椀漀渀∡

愀瘀愀椀氀愀戀氀攀 椀渀 礀攀氀氀漀眀Ⰰ 眀栀椀琀攀 愀渀搀 爀漀猀攀 㐀欀 愀渀搀 㠀欀 最漀氀搀
猀琀愀爀琀椀渀最 愀琀 ␀Ⰰ㈀㔀　

椀渀琀爀漀搀甀挀椀渀最 琀栀攀

眀眀眀⸀戀氀甀攀最漀氀搀猀洀椀琀栀猀⸀挀漀洀                                      㠀㈀㠀⸀㈀㜀㜀⸀㈀㔀㠀㌀

RECENT PRAISE:
Amazing Service
Self-Motivated
Outstanding
Memorable
Wonderful
IImpressed
Organized
Gracious
Flawless
Friendly
Smooth
Perfect
HHelpful
Spunky
Polite

828-357-4323
INFO@BLUERIDGE
EVENTSTAFFING.COM

Leave it to the professionals!
MAKING IT LOOK EASY SINCE 2012
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Opening Doors to 
a Better Life! 

(828) 684-4874
6045 Asheville Hwy 
Hendersonville, NC 28791
www.claytonhomesfletcher.com

1155 tunnel road | 828.298.9777

filopastries.com

For Love’s Sake

ff
MADE IN ASHEVILLE, NC

Tom Reardon  
& Kathleen Doyle  

VISIT OUR STUDIO
by calling 828.253.5030
or text to 828.301.8839

Located on the historic grounds 
of Grovewood Village next to 

The Omni Grove Park Inn

111 Grovewood Road
trkd.com

The Laurel Wedding Guide

/  Asheville, NC
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By allison Taylor and frances figart

Planning a wedding can be daunting, but there 
are options to streamline the process. Hiring a 

professional wedding planner or coordinator can ease 
many of the challenges, and often allow you to save 
money at the same time.

“Having a coordinator is a great idea as it allows the 
family to relax while a professional keeps everything in 
order,” says Amanda Prince, owner of Amanda Prince 
Photography. “They have a vast network of local resources 
and knowledge of services that can be extremely helpful 
during the preliminary stages.”  

North + South Wedding Company Coordinators have 
more than four years of experience coordinating in the 
greater Asheville area. “We personalize our packages to 
fit exactly what the couple is looking for,” says Meagan 
Jenzen, owner. “From an extravagant southern style 
soirée to an intimate dinner party, we make memorable 
moments extraordinary.”

 Lauren Kaufmann of The Mindful Planner is a Licensed 
Professional Counselor who offers premarital counseling, 
wedding planning, and ‘day-of’ coordination services. “I 

specialize in couples who are merging two cultures or 
religions, have families who are unusually challenging, or 
couples who just want extra emotional support and a calm 
presence during wedding planning,” she says. 

How can you choose the right expert? Ask your friends 
and family for referrals—or ask your contacts at the venue 
if you’ve already secured it. Then, give the planner a call. 
Here are some great questions to ask:

✔ Do you have a business license? Insurance?
✔ Have you ever worked at our venue before?
✔ What types of planning and coordination services 
do you offer?
✔ Can you provide a list of references? 
✔ Do you have set packages or do you provide 
custom quotes?
✔ If I decide to add services after signing a contract, 
will you be able to accommodate additions?
✔ If I (or my friends or family) want to carry out 
certain tasks, will you be able to incorporate our help?
✔ Do you have a contract to secure your services, and 
what types of down payments are required?

The Benefits of Hiring a  
Wedding Planner

Courtesy of Fox & Owl Studio



the laurel of asheville wedding guide • winter/spring 2017

Leicester, NC — 20 minutes from Asheville
www.frannysfarm.com  y              

Rustic-Chic Venue for Receptions, Weddings,
Private Parties & Public Events. On-site Lodging.

The Laurel Wedding Guide

Tying the Knot in April
By calie Brummer

Recently engaged, Joshua Farr and Rachael Headley 
are planning a wedding on April 29 at the scenic Addison 
Farms Vineyard in Sandy Mush near Leicester. With 
the support of wedding planner and vineyard co-owner 
Dianne Frisbee, the couple has planned a cozy wedding 
with panoramic mountain views. 

“Our ceremony will be outside and our guests will be 
seated between the vines, facing outward toward the 

mountains,” says Headley.
“The venue is both 

intimate and relaxed, which 
reflects our personalities 
perfectly. We value 
close friendships, family 
and having a great time 
connecting with others.”

For flowers, the couple 
is using Lady Luck Flower 
Farm. Catering by Corey 
will provide home-style 
cuisine and guests will 
enjoy cake and cupcakes 
by 50/fifty–The Art of 
Dessert. 

“Hiring a wedding planner doesn’t have to be an 
all-or-nothing choice,” says Arik Grier, venue manager 
at Yesterday Spaces. “It is very useful to at least have 
someone as a ‘day-of’ coordinator to manage the 
schedule and the details on the wedding day. Or you 
can spend more for additional help.” Coordinators can 
also do the set up and decorating, hire your caterer 
and other vendors and manage rental orders.

Professional planners should provide a free quote 
for the services you request. It should be extremely 
detailed in listing every aspect of the planner’s 
responsibilities as should the formal contract. 

“Having a planner who knows the best and most 
dependable local vendor resources to draw from will 
contribute greatly to a flawless event,” says Rick Bell, 
owner of Engadine, an inn and event venue in Candler. 
“If that isn’t enough, the real value is on the day of the 
event (and the days leading up to the event) by having 
someone who is in your court to make sure all of the 
little details are taken care of.”  

Preparing for a wedding can be expensive, stressful 
and time consuming, but the right professional can be 
an extremely helpful asset throughout the process. 

Allison Taylor owns WNC Weddings & Events and thoroughly enjoys 
planning and coordinating weddings and events. For more information, visit 
wncweddings.net, e-mail ataylor@wncweddings.net or call 828.553.7718. 

The Benefits of Hiring a  
Wedding Planner

Courtesy of 50/Fifty: The Art of Dessert
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I do
to Hendersonville, NC

Say

Your wedding destination
close to home...

Celebrate the beginning of  your new life together in the 
nobleness of  a stately Southern antebellum mansion. 

Delightful scenery, gracious charm, fresh mountain air, and 
mouthwatering cuisine par excellence will surpass your 

highest expectations. Whether your plans include a seven 
course meal or a cocktailreception for fifty to three hundred 

and fifty, Kenmure can fulfill your every request.

Flat Rock, North Carolina
Kenmureweddings.com  •  828.697.9999  •  On-Site Accommodations Available

events@kenmure.com

Discover The Possibilities

48
31

73
6

Receptions, catering and 
space for the whole family!

100 guest rooms | reception rooms | bar
Call Roy: 828.779.4386

email: roy@cascadesmountainresort.com

1.800.828.4244
vis i thendersonvi l lenc.orgwww.olivettenc.com | events@olivettenc.com | 828-348-7795

Weddings, Special Events, Team Building and More 
at our seven-acre French Broad River Park 

and Ceremony Island

Your Riverside Wedding Destination

Bel Amour Wedding Photography • (828) 216-1740
info@belamourweddingphotography.com
www.belamourweddingphotography.com

Modern, Elegant, and Stylish Photography 
for your Wedding Day

The Laurel Wedding Guide
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By Kayla maneen

With the breathtaking beauty of the mountains in 
Asheville and the surrounding area, it’s no wonder 

many couples choose to have their wedding here. The 
venue options are plentiful, from the famous Biltmore 
Estate and Omni Grove Park Inn to various event centers 
around the region. 

Formerly a family farm and now an 
event center, The Farm in Candler is just 

a 20-minute drive from 
Asheville. Boasting an award-
winning full-service indoor/
outdoor Event Center with 
a wrap-around porch and 
stone fireplace, a romantic 
gazebo and an elegant 
central lawn, The Farm is a 
rustic and beautiful place to 
host a wedding any time of 
year. With various packages 
available for any budget, a 
kitchen with full catering 
services and no surcharges 
for using outside vendors, 
booking with The Farm is 
hassle-free. 

“Our venue feels private 
and remote but is really 
close to all the great things 
Asheville has to offer,” says 
Beverly Gottfried, co-owner 
with her husband Myron. “It 

takes on a different look for each of our weddings.” 
Another charming outdoor venue in Candler is Brahma 

Ridge Event Center. Owned by Holly Berry and Rob 
Denton, this 50-acre farm offers couples mountain views 
and tent ceremonies by a picturesque pond. Having 
provided their property for more than two hundred 
weddings since opening in 2007, the owners of Brahma 
Ridge have become experts in hosting self-catered 

weddings. The venue is available year-round. 
“There is often a festival feel in the air,” 

The Laurel Wedding Guide

Outdoor Venues  
Offer the Flexibility Nature Lovers Seek 

Courtesy of Franny’s Farm. 
Beth and Ben.

Green Mountain Farm 
greenmountainfarm.org

Paint Rock Farm 
paintrockfarm.com

Nu Wray Inn 
nuwrayinn.com

Olivette 
olivettenc.com

Brahma Ridge 
brahmaridgeeventcenter.com

Orchard Inn 
orchardinn.com

Sawyer Family Farmstead 
sawyerfamilyfarmstead.com

Chetola Resort 
chetola.com

Hidden River Events 
hiddenriverevents.com

Asheville Masonic Temple 
ashevillemasonictemple.com

Engadine Inn 
engadineinnandcabins.com

Pisgah View Ranch 
pisgahviewranch.net

Sky Mountain Weddings and Events 
@skymountainevents on Facebook

Fontaine Vineyards 
fontainevineyards.com

The Farm 
thefarmevents.com

Franny’s Farm 
frannysfarm.com

Maggie Valley Country Club  
& Resort 

maggievalleyclub.com

Elevated Mountain Distilling Co. 
elevatedmountain.com

The Swag 
theswag.com

Appalachian Farm  
Weddings 

appalachianfarmweddings.com

Local WNC Venues
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www.jewelsthatdance.com

Downtown Asheville
828-254-5088

Mon-Sat 10:30 - 6

FINE JEWELRY & DESIGN STUDIO

The Laurel Wedding Guide

says Denton. “Besides our modern, fully furnished onsite 
lodging, we have a campground and several super-comfy 
‘glamping’ tents with a fire-pit nearby.” 

New on the scene is Sky Mountain near Asheville. The 
venue is ideal for small ceremonies, but can accommodate 
up to 125 guests and offers complete privacy with only 
one group onsite at any given time.

“We have an outstanding view looking east where we 
can see Mount Mitchell, the Grove Park Inn, Downtown 
Asheville, landmarks in West Asheville and The Biltmore 
house,” says Melissa Sommerich, owner, along with 
husband Joe. “We had our first wedding here in 2014. 
It was so positive that we spent most of 2015 making 
improvements.” 

Providing a view that offers guests a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience is the goal of the Sawyer Family Farmstead 

in Cashiers. Not only does the venue have the gorgeous 
Blue Ridge Mountains and Lake Glenville as its backdrop, 
but it gives couples the opportunity to work with a 
close-knit family. 

“We are all one hundred percent invested in their day 
and making it perfect,” says event coordinator Nicole Wade. 
“One way we make their day perfect is that we also offer 
a beautiful indoor rain plan that is not an extra fee so that 
rain will never spoil their wedding day.”

About 17 miles northwest of downtown Asheville, 
Addison Farms Vineyard is another accommodating 
outdoor venue. With nearly 360 degrees of mountain 
views, this family-run vineyard and farm is sure to be a 
crowd-pleaser. “We are a mostly do-it-yourself venue,” 
says co-owner Jeff Frisbee. “Couples get flexibility in the 
choices they have for all of their vendors. They get to use 
our space, have our wines at their reception, and they can 
choose the caterer, photographer and florist.”

Courtesy of Sawyer Family Farmstead. Photo by Erin Kranz
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By Kayla Bott

Stunning scenery and interest in 
supporting our local community 

draw people from everywhere to 
Asheville. When it comes to choosing 
wedding flowers, the intimacy of 
interacting with people and plants of 
our mountains cannot be matched. 
There are many talented florists, as 
well as a variety of flower farms, which 
have become popular destinations for 
WNC wedding parties. 

“The couples we work with are 
looking for local organically grown 
flowers that they can arrange 
themselves,” says Vanessa Campbell 
of Full Sun Farm in Leicester. The farm 
offers harvested blooms that can be 
hand-chosen by the buyer. Choosing 
your own flowers isn’t required, but 
at all the farms, it’s an opportunity 
to explore hillsides of beautiful 
wildflowers. Campbell encourages 
couples to bring along families and 
friends to choose blossoms, adding an 
extra adventure to their wedding story.

“Greenery, texture and bursts of 
color are popular with my clients,” 
says Niki Irving of Flourish Flower 
Farm in Candler, just 20 minutes from 
downtown Asheville. “Just because 
we use local, seasonal flowers doesn’t 
mean that wedding florals have to 
look like they came straight out of 
the field,” says Irving, who seeks to 
satisfy clients’ artistic preferences. 
Her designs include “lots of cascading 
bridal bouquets, boutonnieres with 
interesting components like dried seed 
pods and berries and ceremony arches 
with an abundance of greenery and 
focal flowers.” Designs are made with 
locally grown, fresh, fragrant florals.

Stargazers Designs of Asheville 
provides all the services of a full 
florist with a complete studio to 
accommodate each client’s vision 
of a perfect wedding. “We recently 
did a woodland fairytale-themed 

wedding where we intertwined LED 
fairy lights into the bridal party’s 
bouquets,” says Kristi Ball-Mayrand, 
owner. Stargazers believes that “every 
bride should sparkle on her special 
day.” Ball-Mayrand says many couples 
are interested in rustic, bohemian 
weddings, incorporating florals with 
fresh herbs, cascading greenery and 
textural elements.

“I get a lot of herbalists, flower 
lovers and artistic types that are very 
hands on in what they want their 
flowers to look like,” says Asheville’s 
Lauri Newman-Waters of Farm Girl 
Flowers & Adornments. She immerses 
herself in her plants—seeding, 
harvesting and arranging them along 
with her team. The farm provides 
everything from landscaping to 
bouquets and never uses pesticides 
or GMOs. 

Newman-Waters uses seasonal 
flowers and will even grow special 
flowers for occasions if given 
enough notice. “I also use herbs and 
an assortment of edible plants in 
arrangements for an authentic farm 
florist aesthetic,” she says. Many 
couples add flower toppings to their 
wedding confectionaries. 

“Our most popular arrangements 
are in the veins of vintage, romantic, 
natural, wild and organic,” says Katie 
Greer of Lady Luck Flower Farm in 
Leicester. Her plants are organic and 
harvested from seeds and cuttings of 
native wildflowers. Since purchasing 
the land in 2011, Greer says, “we 
have spent a lot of energy nourishing 
the soil and feel that it shows in the 
quality of their blooms, in the life 
energy they possess.” She understands 
why couples are so drawn to our 
mountains, “They want to celebrate 
their love in a place that feels close 
to the natural rhythms of life, where 
a slower pace is honored, where 
uniqueness and creativity is celebrated 
and encouraged.”

Flowers add Flourish to the Festivities

Courtesy of Farm Girl 
Flowers & Adornments

Courtesy of 
Stargazers 

Designs

Illustration by Stephanie Sipp
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Creative Emotional Artistic

www.NoveliPhotography.com | (864) 841-8609
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By ellen Butler

Whether it’s kitchenware, home décor 
or furniture, the best wedding 

gifts are usually those that are not only 
necessary for a home, but also uniquely 
stylish. Those who are familiar with the 
local arts and design scene know that you 
won’t find these qualities better wed than 
in the products of Asheville’s local artists, 
artisans and craftspeople.

New Morning Gallery is Asheville’s go-
to specialty market for quality handmade 
crafts and local gifts. Couples registering 
at the Biltmore Village-based showroom 
can choose from more than 60 dinnerware 
patterns, hand-blown glassware and other 
unique items for kitchen and home—all 
American made. 

The Gallery’s bridal registry consultant 
Arlene McDonald offers advice for 
couples looking to point gift givers in 
the right direction for local, handmade 
registry items. “We offer a very 
personalized experience with our bridal 
registry at New Morning Gallery,” she 
says. “Many of our couples are familiar 
with or have been referred to us and 

Local, Handmade 
Gifts for Couples
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The wedding registry experience with New Morning 
Gallery was exceptional from start to finish. We can’t 
say enough about the customer service and quality of 
communication. —  Kendall and Dylan

We enjoyed working with New Morning Gallery. It 
was all super easy and well organized. We loved the 
selection at the gallery and the opportunity to support 
American artists. — Nancy and Chad

Your Dreams
Choose from over sixty dinnerware patterns, handblown 
glassware and other unique items for your kitchen and 
home — all American made.

Our bridal consultant, Arlene McDonald, will work closely 
with you to develop a customized registry and send updates 
as items are purchased. Your registry will be posted on our 
website for one year providing easy reference.

Call New Morning Gallery at 828.274.2831 and 
ask for Arlene to schedule an appointment.
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CREATE THE REGISTRY OF

BILTMORE VILLAGE

7 Boston Way  •  828.274.2831
Mon-Sat 10-6  •  Sun 12-5

www.newmorninggallerync.com

appreciate having unique, handcrafted 
pieces that will serve them for many years 
to come.” 

McDonald works closely with couples to 
develop a customized registry and sends 
updates as items are purchased. Each 
registry is posted on the Gallery website for 
friends and family to reference, and orders 
can be placed over the phone. 

The local and the lasting are also 
priorities for The DryGoods Shop, a West 
Asheville storefront and studio hosting 
a collection of independent makers and 
designers. “Everything we do is anchored 
by the idea of function first, with a strong 
sense of design and a link to a time when 
things were made to last,” says owner Leigh 
Hilbert. The shop offers a selection of bags, 
garments, jewelry, books and other gifts 
made mostly in-house and features other 
Asheville artists and collaborators as well as 
a curated collection of goods from across 
the country.

Western North Carolina has no shortage 
of talented artisans, craftspeople and artists, 
so when it comes to finding the perfect 
gift for your favorite newlyweds, a quick 
browse around neighborhood spots like New 
Morning Gallery and The DryGoods Shop 
can result in some very pleasant surprises. 

Call New Morning Gallery at 828.274.2831 and ask for 
Arlene McDonald, bridal consultant. Learn more at 
newmorninggallerync.com/gift-registry. Reach The DryGoods 
Shop at 828.771.6430 or visit thedrygoodsshop.com.

Courtesy of New Morning Gallery
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By Kayla Bott

The mountains of WNC are not only known for their 
natural beauty, but for the diversity and style of their 

inhabitants. Our local salons use their creativity and 
knowledge of hairstyle trends to accommodate every 
client’s experience personally. 

“We have extensive years of experience with both hair 
and makeup and are meticulous perfectionists that take 
our time with bridal parties,” says Terra Marshall, owner of 
Beauty Parade Salon in West Asheville. “We also have very 
comfortable accommodations for larger parties with plenty 
of space for extra family members, snacks and spirits.” 

Marshall has been providing bridal services for more 
than 13 years and knows the importance of making sure 
everything is perfect for someone’s special day. She says 
many of her chic modern brides are interested in braids 
and loose curls, whether they prefer to wear their hair 
down or in an up-do. 

“When you’ve dreamed all your life of your wedding 
day, and you want to look nothing less than your best—
that’s where we come in,” says Marshall, “We understand 
how important your wedding day is to you and how 
important it is for your hair to look the way you want it.” 
Wedding parties can relax, have fun and know they will get 

excellent service every step of the way.
“There are so many sides to Asheville, rustic, modern 

and artistic—there’s something for everyone,” says Kyla 
Johnson, master stylist at Hendersonville’s Trendsetters 
Studio. She appreciates that our area appeals to everyone 
from nature lovers to beer brewers and history buffs. 
No matter who you are, “Asheville is probably the most 
perfect place to get married,” says Johnson. 

When it comes to bridal hair, the team at Trendsetters 
is more than prepared. Johnson says styles with whimsical, 
loose curls, assortments of braids and simple up-dos 
that look undone rather than crisp are gaining popularity. 
“Avant-garde styles are in, with an unpolished and more 
of a worn look,” she says. “These are my favorite looks 
because I can be more creative.” 

From nails to makeup and everything in between, 
the expert technicians of the Western North Carolina 
mountains can meet needs from casual to extravagant. 
Beauty Parade Salon of West Asheville and Trendsetters 
Studio of Hendersonville both stand out as excellent 
examples of the best we have to offer our brides. 

Beauty Parade Salon is located at 783 Haywood Road in West Asheville. 
For more information visit beautyparadesalon.com or call 828.257.4073. 
Trendsetters Studio is located at 315 South Church Street in Hendersonville. For 
more information call 828.694.0970. 

Wedding Hair and Where to Find It

Courtesy of Beauty 
Parade in West 
Asheville
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15 Minutes From Asheville  •  Specular Mountain Views
Two indoor venues that accommodate up to 30 guests

Two outdoor venues that accommodate up to 150 guests
Lodging for up to 35 is available in the Historic Inn & Mountain Cabins
www.engadineinnandcabins.com  •  828.633.1110  •  Candler, NC

I N N    C A B I N S    V E N U E

www.PaintRockFarm.com
paintrockfarm@gmail.com | 828.808.3341

HOT SPRINGS,  NORTH CAROLINA

R ELAXED,  SOPHISTICATED WEDDINGS

Inquire about 2017’s
Friday & Sunday Specials

Call or Email to Schedule a Tour

www.hiddenriverevents.com     

C  Onsite Housing for 50
C  All Inclusive Packages
C  Multiple Ceremony Sites
C  2–350 Guests
C  Small Wedding Specials

inspireddesign-nc.com
828-230-1781
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Aaron and Cassie Winkler fell in love amid the hustle and 
bustle of the Big Apple. The couple moved to North 

Carolina when Aaron was accepted to 
medical school in Winston-Salem. 

“When we got engaged, Cassie 
searched far and wide for wedding 
venues,” says Aaron. “The North Carolina 
Arboretum fit us like a glove. Green, 
outdoors, simple yet elegant: We loved it.”

Their ceremony was performed by 
Rabbi Lott at Johnston Pool under a 
huppah, a traditional Jewish canopy 
made by Cassie’s grandmother with 
bamboo poles from the couple’s 
backyard. Cassie’s wedding ring 
had been Aaron’s mother’s ring. To 
end the official ceremony, Aaron 
participated in the Jewish tradition 
of “the breaking of the glass” by 

stomping on glass wrapped in a napkin while family and 
friends erupted in joyous shouts of “mazel tov!”

The reception took place on The 
Arboretum’s Events Lawn and in the 
Baker Center, where everyone took 
part in a Hora, a Jewish group dance 
during which the bride, groom and their 
parents are lifted into the air on chairs. 
“The bright sun shone for the whole 
ceremony,” says Cassie, “then rain 
drove us inside during dinner, which 
ended up being marvelous.”

They used Hendersonville’s Flowers 
by Larry and Asheville caterer Caroline 

Allured made their mint-flavored 
cake. An Asheville bluegrass and 
‘Appalachiacana’ band, Tellico, played 
during the reception. Events by Kiersa 
helped to organize the day. 

By Belle crawford and frances figart

Every couple has a love story as special and unique as 
the individuals who make up the pair. So why should 

their wedding day be any less one-of-a-kind? Take a peek 
behind the scenes of 
these nuptials. 

Ashley and Josh 
Zalabak met through 
their work at the 
South Carolina 
Aquarium, where he 
is a herpetologist and 
she’s an education 
interpreter. The pair 
wed at Candler’s 
popular venue, The 
Farm, in October.

“The Farm, A 
Gathering Place is a 
beautiful venue with 
a backdrop of the 
mountains,” says Ashley. 
“We got married outside and had 
the reception in a barn-like building 
with a roaring fire. It was very rustic 
and elegant at the same time.”

The wedding party consisted of six bridesmaids and 
five groomsmen. For vendors, the couple used Chef 

Mike from The Farm, Fifty/50 for cake/desserts, Frilly 
Bloomers for flowers, harpist Erin Knight, live painter 
Ronald Bayens, Uptown Entertainment as DJ and Sposa 
Bella for photography. 

“The wedding ended up being very emotional because 
my grandmother was 
very ill and so she 
and my grandfather 
couldn’t make it to the 
wedding,” Ashley says. 
“Josh’s grandparents 
also couldn’t make 
the trip from Florida.” 
Ashley’s dad, Jeff Bradt, 
a talented videographer, 
figured out a way to live 
stream the rehearsal 
dinner, ceremony and 
reception so that the 
two sets of grandparents 
could watch it. 

“My grandparents 
watched and listened to 
the rehearsal dinner and 

ceremony, but then my grandmother 
(Mims) passed away quietly right 
after the ceremony ended,” Ashley 
says. “It was almost as if she was 

holding on until I got married. I am so glad that she got to 
hear the ceremony before she peacefully passed.”

Matrimonial Ceremonies Reflect Couples’ Singular Love Stories 

Ashley & Josh
An Emotional Event at The Farm

Aaron & Cassie
A Jewish Wedding at 

The North Carolina Arboretum

Courtesy 
of Jennifer 
Callahan

Courtesy of The Farm. Photography 
by Sposa Bella Photography
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Contact Lauren by:
lauren@themindfulplanner.com

c.571.275.9660
or visit

www.themindfulplanner.com

Wedding Planning
Day-of Coordination
Premarital Counseling

with...
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An Asheville Tradition 
since 1975

www.frugalframer.com

95 Cherry Street North
Asheville, NC 28801
828.258.2435

2145 Hendersonville Rd
Arden, NC 28704
828.687.8533

What would you like to frame?

frugalframer

Craft  -  Service  -  Value

With an experienced staff and two 
locations to serve all your framing 

needs.

Visit frugalframer.com to learn more

The Laurel Wedding Guide

By Kayla maneen

Whatever the period of history, there has never 
been a shortage of wedding trends (Harry 

Potter-themed cakes, anyone?) but some last longer 
than others. The current trends of having a minimalist 
ceremony—where the focus is on a simple, easy 
celebration—and a “green,” environmentally friendly 
ceremony are ones that seem to have some real staying 
power—especially in the Asheville area with its focus on 
sustainable lifestyles. 

“I would absolutely recommend a minimalist 
wedding,” says Samantha Pratt, a local Ashevillian who 
married her husband, David, at Hidden River Events, an 
outdoor events venue in Swannanoa. “I wanted to enjoy 
our wedding and really experience every minute. It 
was not a financial decision and definitely not based on 
being trendy.”

Hidden River Events takes pride in catering to 
smaller, more intimate ceremonies. Offering a variety 
of small wedding and elopement packages, this venue 
lets couples customize a ceremony that fits their needs. 
And with more than 17 acres of pristine farmland next 
to Warren Wilson College, Hidden River Events gives 
couples a marvelous backdrop for their photos. 

“A minimalist wedding allows you the time to do 
things that matter to you,” says Pratt. “Do not feel guilty 
about keeping it small.”

Some couples want to take things a step further 
and make their minimalist weddings environmentally 
friendly—which they can easily do if they choose The 
North Carolina Arboretum in Asheville. Located at 100 
Frederick Law Olmsted Way, the Arboretum offers 
eight different indoor and outdoor options, LED lighting, 
geothermal heating and cooling as well as sustainable 
land management. Because the Arboretum has always 
focused on sustainability, its green wedding options are 
a natural extension of these efforts. 

“Green weddings provide a positive way for everyone 
involved to maintain the natural resources that make 
Asheville so special,” says Kate Beck, events coordinator 
at the Arboretum. “The North Carolina Arboretum is a 
natural choice for a special ceremony—and especially 
for an environmentally conscious wedding.”     

For more information visit hiddenriverevents.com and ncarboretum.org. 

Minimalist and  
Green Weddings Come  

to Asheville 
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We invite you to visit our model home 
center located at 6080 Asheville Highway, 

Hendersonville, NC

Helping Build Your Future Systems-Built Technology and Years of Local Hands-On 
Experience Making Your Vision a Reality

Design and Build Your Dream Home  
in just a Few Short Months! 

Custom, Off-Site Construction on Your Land
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