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2018 Winter Wedding Guide
A

mong new beginnings
in life, weddings rank
right up there on the list of
time-consuming, anxietyinducing, bank account-draining
enterprises—when all anyone
really wants is to live happily
ever after. Right?
For our wedding guides
(winter and summer), we gather
valuable information, along with
some spectacular photography,
to help with decision making.
With so many choices out there,
it is nice to have things pared
down just a bit.
Western North Carolina’s
stunning natural beauty, largely
unspoiled, provides many,
many outstanding possibilities
when it comes to choosing the
ideal setting for exchanging
vows, making memories and
enjoying the festivities, before
the ceremony and after, with
family and friends. Visit some
of those scenic sites and learn
what companion services some
venues offer.
There are, of course,
countless other considerations
as well and we have provided
information on some of them:
custom jewelry, sweet treats and
the oh-so-essential details such
as invitations, entertainment and
Photo by
Joye
Ardyn
photography.
Durham
For those who are attending
rather than tying the knot, we have
ideas for thoughtful gift giving from some of
the region’s excellent shops and galleries.
If plans for 2018 involve heading down the aisle or helping friends or family members plan new lives
together, please read our guide and pass along to others who may find the advice helpful and inspiring.
From all of us here at The Laurel, you’re wished a lifetime of love filled with many days of happiness
along the way!
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to Hendersonville, NC

Your
wedding
destination
close to
home...
�

Free Planning
Services:
Wedding Venues
Lodging • Catering
And More

VisitHendersonvilleNC.org

|

800 . 828. 4244
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Wedding Essentials:

It’s In the Details

ith weddings, as with much in life, sometimes it’s
the little things that can make all the difference.
Here are some of the professionals who can
help with all of the details that go into planning the perfect
wedding.

W

calligrapher, letter artist and teacher with more than 20
years of experience in letter design. Artists need at least
three to four weeks for wedding projects, but appreciate
as much advance notice as possible. Find TEXTure Gallery
and Art Bar on Facebook.

Calligraphy

Entertainment

When it comes to expertly lettered invitations and
anything else that needs the personal written touch,
Asheville’s TEXTure Gallery and Art Bar is the place to
go. Owner Manuel Murillo is an internationally known
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Photographs keep the memories of a wedding and
reception alive for years to come. Indulge Images
is a premier photo booth for weddings, with actual
photographers in the booth. “We help position you and
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make sure you look your best and we get the perfect shot
every time,” says owner Patrice Murillo.
Backgrounds and props are available to personalize
photographs, which are available in a variety of sizes and can
be printed on site. To find out how Indulge Images can make
your day one to remember for you, and your guests too,
visit indulgeimages.com.

Transportation

Leap Frog Tours in Waynesville opened for business
just before Christmas in 2016, offering tours and
transportation services. In 2017, they provided services
for more than a dozen weddings, including airport
shuttles; one-way or round-trip transportation for
the bridal party and
guests to and from
wedding venues; custom
Flowers
excursion activities
Ray’s Florist &
for bachelor and
Greenhouse in Sylva
bachelorette parties,
can provide everything
bridal parties and
needed to make the day
wedding guests; and
beautiful and memorable.
creative proposals,
Ray’s has a seasonally
elopements and
operated greenhouse
honeymoons.
for plant rental and
“Brides and grooms
purchase, and it can
put a huge amount of
provide decorations
effort into selecting
like arbors, arches and
a beautiful venue,
wooden barn doors.
gorgeous flowers
Visit the professionals
and great food and
at Ray’s Florist at
beverages,” says Ann
rayandcoflorist.com.
Smith, co-owner with
Kim Turpin. “Often,
Photography
transportation services
Joseph Dix of Joseph
are an afterthought.
Dix Photography brings
Quite often, providing
professionalism and a
safe, reliable
personal connection to
transportation services
the weddings he captures.
can be the final touch to
“I still, to this day, have a
make sure that guests
flood of emotions when I
have a great time at
look back at photos from
the wedding, especially
my own wedding day,”
if they aren’t familiar
he says. “My passion for
with the area.”
photography allows me to
The first year of
bring to my clients these
providing transportation
same emotions.”
services for weddings
Connecting on a
on top of their tours
personal level with the
and other services
photographer is one of
Zoe and Ben. Photos by Joseph Dix Photography
was a busy one. “Some
the best pieces of advice
weddings were so
Dix offers to couples.
complex,” Smith says, “it was enough to make our heads
“Take time to meet with your prospective photographer
spin. However, we pulled off every event without a hitch,
before you make a final decision,” he says. “Your wedding
handled every curve ball and took care of our brides and
photographer will be by your side documenting moments
grooms in high style.”
on one of the most intimate days of your lives. The more
To learn more, visit Leap Frog Tours at 419 North
comfortable and at ease you feel with your photographer,
the better your photos are likely to be.” To learn more, visit Haywood Street in Waynesville, call 828.246.6777 or
see leapfrogtours.com. Find them also on Facebook,
on the web at josephdix.com, Facebook at Joseph Dix
Instagram and Twitter.
Photography and Instagram @jdixphoto.
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In Jackson County, High Country
Travel provides limousine service and
transportation options for groups of all
sizes. Their vehicles are also handicapped
accessible. For more information, call
828.506.3463.

Spa Services

A few hours at the spa may be in order as
preparation for the wedding day or as a way
of relaxing before the big day arrives.
Skin Spa Asheville is a boutique spa
located inside the Haywood Park Hotel
in downtown Asheville, with valet parking
available. Treatments can be booked online
and include waxing, makeup application,
body treatments, nail care and lash
enhancements. A full selection of products
is also available. To learn more, visit
skinspaasheville.com.
Partnering with Skin Spa Asheville is
Ashley and Chris. Photo by Joseph Dix Photography
Mountain Radiance, which offers a wide
range of cosmetic procedures and skin care services for the greater Western North Carolina area. Together, the two
provide “all the services needed to achieve the highest quality non-surgical cosmetic improvement” including Botox
treatments, laser hair removal and laser skin rejuvenation. Find Mountain Radiance at mountainradiance.com.

For the couple looking for something more than City Hall,
but not quite the Biltmore Estate, we have elegantly simple
wedding packages suited uniquely for you.
Whether you need services for an elopement, a pop-up wedding
at your favorite waterfall, a full-service wedding venue, or any
special event, we have diﬀerent options for your perfect day.

26 Sweeten Creek Road, Asheville, NC 28803
828.412.3939 www.haikuido.com
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Make your moment
beautiful, conﬁdent & ﬂawless

�� Haywood Street, Suite
(Located inside the
Haywood Park Hotel in the heart
of Downtown Asheville)

)))--------www.SkinSpaAsheville.com

enjoy the ride

One-way/round-trip
transportation for
your bridal party or
the entire guest list in
Western North Carolina
wedding services
OO Venue & airport transportion
OO Pre-set & custom excursions
O Beer tours
O Spa days
O Pre-parties: bachelorette,
bachelor, rehearsals
O Creative proposals,
elopements & honeymoons

LEAP FROG TOURS
Explore. Enjoy. Experience.

o 828-246-6777 • c 828-507-1421 • leapfrogtours.com

serving western north carolina
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Serenity Spa, llc
Bridal Parties Welcome!
Be pampered in our spacious,
private or semi-private
treatment areas.
`

Hair

`

Skin

`

Nails

`

Waxing

`

Massage

`

Lash Extensions

`

Body Contouring

`

Permanent Makeup

2 Doctors Park, Suite C
Asheville, NC 28801
828-484-8282
www.SerenitySpallc.net

Sponsored by

YANCEY CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

burnsvilletowncenter.com (828) 682-7209
Photo by: morgantrinker.com

WE DO

100% GRASSFED

WEDDINGS
4 BILTMORE AVENUE, DOWNTOWN ASHEVILLE
828-253-0879 | FOLLOW US ON
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Rustic-Chic Venue for Receptions, Weddings,
Private Parties & Public Events. On-site Lodging.
Leicester, NC — 20 minutes from Asheville
www.frannysfarm.com y

On your very
special day
We can make sure
when you look in the mirror

you

Love what you see.

CONSULTATIONS and PARKING
(at the Haywood Park Hotel)

are always complimentary!
46 Haywood Street
Asheville, NC Atrium 11

DR. ALLAN ZACHER, MD
BOTOX® JUVÉDERM® LASER SERVICES CELLULAR THERAPY

• mountainradiance.com • 828.627.2711
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of the

MOTHER

Terri Logan

BRIDE & GROOM

Sympli

Unique Wedding Jewelry
by Susan Marie Designs
A

BILTMORE VILLAGE

DOWNTOWN ASHEVILLE

5 Biltmore Plaza
828.277.8100

40 Biltmore Avenue
828.255.0221

bellagioarttowear.com

bellagioeveryday.com
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s weddings become more individualized and creative,
so does wedding jewelry. Increasingly, couples are
choosing nontraditional gemstones in designs that reflect
their character and commitment. Jewelry designer and
goldsmith Susan Marie Phipps, of Susan Marie Designs
Fine Handmade Jewelry Store, is a fan of this shift.
“I have always felt that a person’s jewelry should be as
individual as they are,” says Phipps. “Trends
come and go but being unique and
true to oneself is what makes one
happy.”
Phipps is a Gemological
Institute of America
Graduate Gemologist
who has won both
national and international
awards. She has been
creating fine jewelry for
14kt rose gold
Diamond ring. Susan
more than 36 years, designing
Marie Designs
and crafting all of the pieces in
her gallery by hand. Her jewelry often features
natural colored gemstone varieties such as sapphires,
tourmalines and aquamarines, as well as diamonds.
Sapphires, according to Phipps, are currently in high
demand for engagement rings, with customers choosing
not only traditional blue sapphires, but pink, purple and
golden ones as well.
Phipps enjoys sharing her knowledge of gemstones,
often introducing clients to options that they didn’t know
existed. “Customers are
14kt white gold
interested in hearing
Blue Sapphire
and Diamond
where the stones
ring. Susan
come from and
Marie Designs
how their colors
are changed by
the different trace
elements present in the
crystals,” she says. “People
think of sapphires, for example,
as being only blue, when they naturally come in all colors.”
In addition to the selections in her gallery, Phipps
offers custom design services, working closely with clients
to create a one-of-a-kind piece that is as special as the
person who wears it.
Susan Marie Designs is located at 19 Biltmore Avenue, in downtown Asheville.
Hours are 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Sunday. To learn more, visit susanmphippsdesigns.com or call 828.277.1272.

Photo by Terri Clark Photography

Terri Clark Photography:
Creating Lasting Memories
T

In addition to wedding photography, Clark offers portrait sessions on location
and in her studio. For more information about Terri Clark Photography, visit
terriclarkphotography.com. You can also find Terri Clark Photography on
Facebook and Instagram.

John Ransmeier

OVER 16,000 SOLD

FURNITURE

Mangum Pottery

LIGHTING
QUILTS
TABLEWARE
FOUNTAINS
HOME
ACCESSORIES
ART GLASS
Sticks Lazy Susan

BRIDAL & GIFT REGISTRY

erri Clark, owner of Terri Clark Photography,
first began photographing weddings in Santa Fe,
NM, in 1999. After traveling abroad extensively as a
photojournalist, Clark returned home to Western
North Carolina, where she has focused her business
on wedding photography and portraiture. “I love
documenting weddings and find each one unique,” Clark
says. “The beauty in each detail and the magical moments
that unfold fuel my passion to create an unforgettable
collection of memories, illustrating the love between two
people. I find it meaningful these images will be handed
down for future generations to treasure.”
For the best wedding photos, Clark advises couples
to truly connect with their photographer prior to their
wedding day. “Viewing an entire wedding collection
expands one’s knowledge of the photographer’s abilities,”
she says. “It is also important to know if the photographer
is comfortable working within the setting and lighting
conditions where the wedding will take place.” One way
to ensure that you are comfortable with your wedding
photographer is to hire them to shoot your engagement
photos. “Engagement sessions are a perfect way to get
more comfortable working together before the big day,”
Clark says. Once you have decided on a photographer,
collaborate with him or her to carefully plan your
wedding day timeline, ensuring yourselves “ample time to
achieve the shots that are important,” Clark says.

home
thethe
microwave
homeofof
microwave

BILTMORE VILLAGE
7 Boston Way . 828.274.2831
newmorninggallerync.com

GARDEN ART
CERAMICS
JEWELRY
IKEBANAS
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Sweets for a Sweet Day

Donatelli Cake Designs.
Photos by Jennifer Cole

By Emma Castleberry

L

ike so many social and celebratory gatherings in every
culture, the food is a central part of any wedding’s
success. Couples on the hunt for a unique cake or stellar
desserts will be delighted to find that Western North
Carolina is home to many
artistic, innovative culinary
operations.
Baxley’s
Chocolates
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Olga Jiménez, owner of Short Street Cakes, says that
wedding cakes are a central part of the business for her
four-person team. “When you do it everyday, it’s not so
stressful,” she says. Some brides ask for “crazy things,” but
Short Street Cakes doesn’t shy away from a challenge.
“Everybody works together to figure out how we’re going
to do the cake,” says Jiménez. “I have a wonderful team.”
Whether you have a wild idea you’d like to bring to life, or
just want to be assured your wedding cake is made with
all natural, organic
and local ingredients,
Short Street Cakes
can realize your
dream. The bakery
likes decorating
wedding cakes
with fresh, edible
flowers and they
can coordinate with
your florist to match
your overall theme.
Wedding cake prices
start at $3 per serving.
Karen Donatelli
at Donatelli Cake

The Laurel Wedding Guide
Designs says personalization
is key for every wedding cake
she makes. “I truly enjoy and
am passionate about my
work and my bakery,” she
says. “I am also passionate
about marriage, weddings
and creating sensational
cakes that are designed for
each bride individually.”
Karen Donatelli Bakery &
Cafe started in 2011 and
opened its retail location
at 57 Haywood Street in
spring of 2012. Donatelli can
provide a variety of options
beyond the traditional tiered
wedding cakes. “I also make
fabulous dessert and cupcake
presentations,” she says.
While the traditional
wedding cake will always
have a place in marriage
celebration, there are a
variety of other options
available for couples who
aren’t so cake-crazy. Baxley’s
Chocolates in Sylva has
been serving up handcrafted

Donatelli Cake Designs

chocolates like malted
milk balls, peanut butter
meltaways and sugar plums
since 2015. Steve Baxley
says truffles are a common
request for weddings. “When
we meet with couples, we
like to know the flavors
they enjoy, the other foods
to be provided and the
reception theme so that we
can offer suggestions that
complement the event,” says
Baxley. Baxley’s has provided
seashell chocolate lollipops
for a beach wedding and
bacon truffles for a breakfast
reception. If chocolates fit
into the dessert menu at your
wedding, Baxley’s prefers
reservations six weeks in
advance. This January, the
chocolate shop can be found
at their new location at 546
West Main Street.
For more information,
visit shortstreetcakes.com,
donatellicakedesigns.com and
baxleyschocolates.com.

Short Street Cakes. Left and far right photos by Joye Ardyn Durham
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Enchanting.

Climb the mountain.
Find your spirit.

When it comes to weddings & special events,
Maggie Valley Club & Resort is the perfect venue
in Western North Carolina.
Imagine saying your vows surrounded by gorgeous
rhododendrons and other native ora. e pristine fairways of the
course oﬀer stunning views while the beautiful Smoky Mountains
provide a dazzling backdrop, making yours
a truly enchanting ceremony.

Rehearsal Dinners • Events Venue
Whiskey Maker Dates & Parties

828.926.4831 • 800-438-3861 • MaggieValleyClub.com

ElevatedMountain.com | (828) 944-0766
3732 Soco Rd, Maggie Valley, North Carolina

32 • thelaurelofasheville.com • january 2018

The Laurel Wedding Guide

Joyful Wedding Cakes
It brings us great joy to create
wedding cakes that become a
beautiful centerpiece for a
celebration of love.
Our all-natural cake buffets,
tiered wedding cakes, and
cupcake buffets represent the
very best in the tradition of
Southern-style cake flavor.
Our simple and elegant styles
reflect a timeless beauty that
yo
you can be proud of on your
wedding day.

225 Haywood Rd
East-West Asheville, NC
828.505.4822
shortstreetcakes.com
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Wedding Wine Don’ts

L

et them eat cake…but
But to deny you the wines you prefer on your wedding
not with Brut! The first
day is nonsense. Cheap wine in a nice place is still cheap
“wedding don’t” is not to
wine. Remember, the wine says something about you.
serve a dry sparkling wine
Don’t scrimp on the wines. The idea that the wines
with a sweet cake. “If the cake for your wedding are the item where you can save a few
is sweeter than the wine, the
dollars is so yesterday. You don’t need to buy cheap wines
wine can take on a vinegar
to make your budget work. There are plenty of quality
By Gina Trippi
taste and the cake can taste
wines that you won’t find at the grocery at affordable
metallic,” says John Kerr of
prices. The wines you choose are part of the memories
The Asheville School of Wine.
for you and your guests.
With just a touch of sweetness, Kerr advises that
Don’t offer too many choices. Choices create
Prosecco is a better choice as a partner to the toast
confusion and, on occasion, irritation. If you offer, for
and traditional wedding cake.
example, two whites, one will
London’s The Telegraph
inevitably be more popular
reports that 63 percent
than the other one. If the
of British couples chose
favorite runs out, guests often
Prosecco, according to a 2015
become disenchanted. Select
survey, for the toast, with only
one versatile white, red and
eight percent toasting with
rosé appropriate for your
traditional Champagne.
menu. “You don’t want to
But if you intend to serve
make it too complicated,” says
sparkling with dinner, don’t
Gillian Sciaretta, associate wine
go sweet! Martha Stewart
tasting coordinator at Wine
recommends, and so do we,
Spectator.
Nicolas Feuillatte Champagne
Don’t overbuy, but don’t
Brut Blue Label. “It’s light with
underbuy. The general rule
a hint of citrus that works
for a wedding is a bottle per
nicely with all foods,” says
person. This might sound like
Todd Krafchin, senior director
a lot of wine, but your event
of facilities at Union Square
will likely extend for hours and
Events in New York City.
some will consume more than
Sparkling wines made outside
others. “There’s nothing worse
of Champagne, like Saint
than running out of wine,” says
Hilaire, are well-made, valueNicholas Jackson, Sotheby’s
minded alternatives.
wine buyer.
Don’t let a venue tell you
Don’t just select wines that
Heidi and Cataldo Perrone. Photo by Laura Pena
that you can only serve the
you like. The wines should pair
wines they offer. True story:
well with the menus.
A bride comes into my shop
Finally, don’t forget this day
tearfully saying she is having her wedding at an Asheville
is about you! If you avoid the wedding wine don’ts, you will
venue where you must pick your wedding wines from their have served your guests well. Stash an exceptional bottle
list of rather unremarkable wines. It gets worse. The venue somewhere for the two of you!
would not even let her taste the wines! She came to Metro
Wines to buy bottles of the wines she chose so she could
Gina Trippi is the co-owner of Metro Wines, 169 Charlotte Street in Asheville.
Committed to the community, Metro Wines offers big shop selection with
taste them before serving the wines to her guests!
small shop service. Gina can be reached at gina@metrowinesasheville.com
A reasonable corkage fee for outside wines is fair.
or 828.575.9525. To learn more about wines for the big day, visit Metro Wines’
Businesses are, after all, in the business to make a profit.
Facebook page dedicated to weddings at Ashevilleweddingwines.
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The best is yet to come
There may be no more perfect place to say “I do” than in the glorious Western
Carolina mountains. At The Cliffs, we’ll help you make every moment perfect so you
can create a loving memory that lives with you for a lifetime. Here, you can marry
in a heavenly mountaintop chapel with 50-mile views or arrive by boat to your
waterfront ceremony overlooking sparkling Lake Keowee. Seven majestic clubs,
more than 20 romantic venues, every detail perfect, all for one magical day.

855.755.1443 | go.cliffsliving.com/brides
GLASSY

M O U N TA I N PA R K

WA L N U T C O V E

K E O W E E V I N E YA R D S

VA L L E Y

K E O W E E FA L L S

K EOWE E S PRIN GS

Obtain the Property Report required by federal law and read it before signing anything. No federal agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property. This is not an offer where registration is required prior to any other offer being
made. Void where prohibited by law. In South Carolina, Cliffs Realty Sales SC, LLC, 635 Garden Market Drive, Travelers Rest, SC 29690, Harry V. Roser, Broker-in-Charge and Cliffs Realty Sales, SC, LLC, 341 Keowee Baptist Church Road,
Six Mile, SC 29682, Ivy Nabors, Broker-in-Charge. In North Carolina, Walnut Cove Realty, 158 Walnut Valley Parkway, Arden, NC 28704, Dave Bailey, Broker-in-Charge. *Subject to availability. Discovery Visit offer valid for ﬁrst-time visitors only.

thelaurelofasheville.com • january 2018 • 35

The Laurel Wedding Guide

Setting the Scene for a
Memorable Wedding
By Gina Malone

west of downtown Asheville, Engadine lies only half a mile
off of I-40 on Smoky Park Highway in Candler.
he stunning beauty of Western North Carolina
Bell’s advice to couples is to have a back-up plan.
provides many ideal locations—mountains, valleys,
“Despite the best laid plans,” he says, “weddings and
fields, waterfalls, forests, historic sites—for wedding
events are almost living things and, as with all living
ceremonies as well as the gatherings and festivities that go things, changes are often necessary. Having back-up
along with tying the knot.
options will make the day of the event much easier for
everyone if you are prepared.”
To learn more, visit engadineinnandcabins.
The Engadine Inn &
Cabins at Honey Hill.
com or call 828.933.1110. Find the inn also on
Photo courtesy of
Facebook and Instagram at Engadine Inn and
The Engadine Inn
Cabins.
Another venue close to Asheville and nestled
in the mountains is Four M Acres in Leicester.
With spectacular views in all seasons, this farm
setting opened in 2016 and is owned by best
friends Melisa Duckett and B. J. Freeman.
“We customize each wedding to make it
unique,” Duckett says. “We are available to do
as little or as much as desired. Flexibility with
caterers and other vendors allows each bride to
make her day everything she desires.” Packages
with prices for any budget are available. Reviews
by couples praise the “affordable pricing,”
“beautiful views” and “friendly service.”
Duckett advises couples to choose a

T

Engadine Inn and Cabins had its beginnings as a
vineyard and winery in 1885. It has had a number of
owners since and was turned into a bed and breakfast
in the late 1980s. Rick Bell and Tom Watson have owned
the property, which is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, since 2014.
“We find that group events are drawn to Engadine by
our ability to host both their lodging and venue needs in
one place,” says Bell. He and Watson are experienced in
planning and coordinating all aspects of a wedding (or
other events). “But we are also flexible,” he says, “allowing
couples/clients the opportunity to manage those event
elements they may choose to organize on their own in
order to save money.”
With the inn and cabins, they are able to
accommodate up to 35 overnight guests. Multiple
outdoor venues on 12 acres, with spectacular mountain
views, allow events with up to 150 guests. Just 15 minutes
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Four M Acres Events

venue that offers service above and beyond what they
might expect, but with a personal touch. “When planning

The Laurel Wedding Guide
Franny’s Farm.
Photo by Donnie Rex

for a big day,” she says,
“personalization and
having more than a
business relationship is
important.”
Find Four M Acres
on Facebook or
call 828.712.3501 or
828.231.7055.
Leicester is also home
to Franny’s Farm, owned
by Frances Tacy, who calls
its 33 acres the “perfect
rustic-chic locale with
some real-life farm flair”
on the website. “There are
beautiful views all around
the farm,” says Tacy, “from
the Love Barn at the
entrance to the view of Mt.
Mitchell in our eco-village.
Every event that happens
at the farm is unique and memorable, to the guests’
specifications and magical in every way.”
The organic, sustainable farm, only ten miles from
Asheville, is home to chickens, turkeys, sheep, goats and
bees. Vegetable, fruit, flower, bee and pollinator gardens
brighten the grounds and blueberries grow on a hillside.
“We are dedicated to family, sustainability, ethical business

and offering an organic farm
for visitors to celebrate, learn,
explore, relax and have a
memorable time,” Tacy says.
To learn more, visit
frannysfarm.com or call
828.544.1823.
Some couples want a
destination venue with trail
hiking, horseback riding,
fishing, swimming and other
pastimes on site and available
for wedding guests. If so,
then Pisgah View Ranch just
might fit the bill. Owned by
the Cogburn Family Ranch
Properties and operated by
Cindy Cogburn, the property
has been in the family since
1790, and has operated as a
guest ranch with 18 houses
and cabins since 1941.

Pisgah View Ranch.
Photo by Regina Holder

Setting options for outdoor ceremonies include an
island in a pond and a large, grassy area surrounded by
the Big Red Barn, the pond and the Ranch House. The Big
Red Barn’s Dance Hall is a popular indoor venue and is
often used for rehearsal dinners, receptions and wedding
luncheons and dinners. Breathtaking views of Mt. Pisgah
may be seen from all over the ranch.
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The Cliffs. Photo by
Chris Isham Photography

The Cliffs at Glassy Chapel.
Photo by The Schultzes
Pisgah View Ranch

Although wedding planning services are not available
at the ranch, staff members actively participate in helping
planners and couples navigate the process. Country
weddings, formal weddings and everything in between
have found a setting at Pisgah View Ranch. With enough
advance notice, the ranch can also offer sleeping
accommodations for 50 to 130 guests with meals available
on site.
To learn more, call 828.667.9100 or visit
pisgahviewranch.net. Find them also on Facebook and
Instagram.
The Cliffs communities in the Blue Ridge Mountains
now number seven, with beautiful venues for weddings
at each one. One of the most popular venues is The
Cliffs at Glassy Chapel, built in 1999 on the edge of
Glassy Mountain in Landrum, SC. “A celebratory space
for worship, concerts, weddings and other events was
a part of the original vision for The Cliffs communities,”
says marketing representative John Jamail. “It has since
become one of the region’s most popular wedding
venues and hosts more than 100 wedding ceremonies
each year.”
Ceremony and reception venues at the various
communities range from “tranquil, lakeside spaces to a
clearing amidst majestic, hundred-year-old oak trees and
even an elegant, rustic barn,” Jamail says.
“Every couple is unique,” says Tabatha Cantrell, private
events manager at The Cliffs at Glassy, “and we work
tirelessly to tailor every detail of their big day to ensure
they have the celebration that is just perfect for them.”
With award-winning chefs on staff, says David Sawyer,
president of The Cliffs Clubs, “many brides and grooms
also choose to have their wedding celebrations at
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The Cliffs. Photo by
Chris Isham Photography

The Cliffs for the culinary experience.” Couples from
around the country and all over the world, some of them
celebrities, have availed themselves of the beautiful
settings and exemplary services. “Celebrities aside,”
Sawyer says, “weddings at The Cliffs are attainable for all
couples and are especially popular with those looking to
be immersed in natural beauty.”
Find The Cliffs on Facebook at Cliffs Weddings. To
learn more about booking an event, call 855.755.1443.
The Farm – A Gathering Place in Candler began as a
horse farm and, with lots of love and labor from its owners,
Beverly and Myron Gottfried, now boasts a 3,500-squarefoot Event Center, cabins and cottages for guests and, the
most recent addition, a full commercial gourmet kitchen
and Chef’s Table entertaining space. “From the moment
our guests arrive,” say the Gottfrieds, “they see why we
refer to our farm as ‘a gathering place.’”
The Event Center, with its stone fireplace, high ceilings,
hardwood floors and sound system, can accommodate 20
guests or 300. A wrap-around porch outside glass doors
allows the combining of indoor and outdoor spaces.
“Our executive chef, Mike Ferrari, and his staff work
with each couple to create a custom farm-to-table menu
that reflects their own tastes and food preferences,”
says Beverly. “We’re proud to say that our guests have
been starstruck with our chef’s cuisine.” The Chef’s Table,
located in The Farm’s kitchen, is a spot ideal for intimate
rehearsal dinners or an after-wedding brunch.
Couples that decide on The Farm as their venue
are required to use the in-house, month-of wedding
coordinators or hire a professional full-service planner
from a preferred vendors list. Couples also work with the
chef to design custom, farm-to-table menus.
Among the advice the Gottfrieds have for couples is to
book as soon as possible to secure their desired date, to
ask lots of questions to ensure they understand costs and
to make sure that a venue feels “right” to them.
To learn more, visit the farmevents.com, Facebook
(Asheville Weddings) and Instagram (The Farm Events), or
call 828.667.0666.
In Jackson County, two agencies—Smoky Mountain
Getaways and Pebble Creek Village—provide group
lodging (cabins, homes and chalets) for weddings in Sylva,
Dillsboro, Cashiers and surrounding areas. To learn more,
visit smokymtngetaways.net or pebble-creek.com.
Two destinations for weddings in Haywood County’s
Maggie Valley are the Maggie Valley Country Club
(maggievalleyclub.com), with an experienced wedding
and events coordinator and Discovery Wellness Spa
for wedding-day pampering and Elevated Mountain
Distilling Co. (elevatedmountain.com), which can
accommodate more than 300 guests for a ceremony
alongside a distillery.
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Love & Weddings

INN

Plan Yours at the Ranch
Recommended by Trip Advisor

828.667.9100 • www.pisgahviewranch.net

70 Pisgah View Ranch Road (off Davis Creek Road), Candler

VENUE

15 Minutes From Asheville • Specular Mountain Views
Two indoor venues that accommodate up to 30 guests
Two outdoor venues that accommodate up to 150 guests
Lodging for up to 35 is available in the Historic Inn & Mountain Cabins
www.engadineinnandcabins.com • 828.633.1110 • Candler, NC

xtraornar vent
Minutes from Asheville

CABINS

begin at T HE FA R M!

Spectacular year-round views • Intimate facilities from a gazebo to a picturesque barn

215 Justice Ridge Road, Candler, NC 28715 | 828.667.0666 | TheFarmEvents.com
WEDDINGS • RECEPTIONS • OFFICE GATHERINGS • HOLIDAY PARTIES • REUNIONS • BUSINESS MEETINGS • ON-SITE LODGING & CATERING
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WHERE DREAMS COME TRUE

M E N T I O N O U R A D F O R A S P E C I A L 2 0 19 R AT E

47 Long Lane, Leicester, NC 28748
828-712-3501 or 828-231-7055
Check us out on Facebook
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headsup: Belgian Beer for the Big Day

T

By Gary Glancy

ake a walk into just about
any brewery tasting room
in Western North Carolina, or
take a peak inside the bus of
one of our local brewery tour
operations, and what do you see?
Couples. Lots and lots of couples.
The notion that wine is
upscale romance while beer
is a blue-collar man’s drink has
changed dramatically in the past

decade. Beer has caught up to wine in many ways, perhaps
no more so than in beer’s image as an enchanting love
facilitator. Particularly in beer-centric Asheville, breweries
not only serve as destinations for couple getaways, they
also are the hot new choice for wedding venues.
And if craft beer is the new love libation, then the
Aphrodite of ales no doubt is anything Belgian.
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Whether it’s your wedding reception, rehearsal dinner
or welcome party for out-of-town guests, Belgian-style
beers add a touch of elegance to any matrimonial-based
function. First, let’s take a look at what distinguishes these
exotic elixirs.
For centuries the Belgian brewing culture and
methodology has been vastly different than that of
the rest of Europe. While German brewers lived by
Reinheitsgebot, the German Beer Purity Law of 1516 that
mandated the use of only the four staple ingredients in
beer (malt, hops, water and yeast), Belgian brewers have
always approached their craft with a bit more
creative flair. Candied sugar, fruit, vegetables,
herbs—they’re all accepted and welcome in the
brew kettle, fermenter or oak barrel.
The other factor that makes Belgian-style
beers uniquely Belgian is the yeast strains used
to ferment these eclectic recipes. Typically
conditioned at higher temperatures than your
standard American or English ale, the Belgian
yeast strains produce wonderful, complex
aromas and flavors ranging from banana
and clove to black pepper. Spicy, sexy and
seductive—that is the reputation of a classic
Belgian-style ale. And the use of a fancy chalice
or tulip-shaped glass—showcasing the beer’s
color and fluffy white head—for serving, lends a
beautiful presentation.
For a light, refreshing choice with broad
appeal, go with a witbier, also known as white
ale. This traditional wheat beer incorporates the
use of coriander and orange peel, producing a
refreshing, spicy-fruity quencher with enough
character to pair well with lighter foods.
Speaking of food and beer pairings,
venerable Brooklyn Brewery brewmaster and
author Garrett Oliver singles out saisons as
the most versatile beer style on the planet.
Indeed, their complex spiciness, dry crispness
and lively carbonation make them a wonderful
accompaniment to myriad appetizers, entrées
and even desserts.
The best part is that you don’t have to fly to Belgium
to curate these nectars. Most of WNC’s brewers produce
one or multiple examples of these styles, contributing their
own unique touches.
Gary Glancy is a freelance writer, beertender, tour guide and Certified
Cicerone® living in Hendersonville.

Angela Stoo Photography

60 Biltmore Avenue
ASHEVILLE
828-236-3456
lolasalonandgallery@yahoo.com
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Tipsy Glasses.
Hayden Wilson, artist

Wedding Gifts

Practical and Memorable
By Natasha Anderson

W

edding shoppers are often torn between
buying something practical and something
memorable. But the two traits aren’t mutually
exclusive, especially in a region teeming with shops,
galleries, markets and fairs showcasing the work of
artisans and crafters creating beautifully designed
pieces suitable for everyday use. Handmade wood
cutting boards; handwoven table linens; tumblers,
cereal bowls and bakeware with colorful glazes and
interesting textures; and hand-forged iron trivets and
paper towel holders are just a few examples.
“We have many customers who are shopping
specifically for wedding gifts,” says Judy Dillingham,
manager of the Southern Highland Craft Guild’s
Biltmore Village gallery, “and the number has been
increasing over the last several years.”
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According to Dillingham, Blenko blown glass
salad bowls and water bottles have historically been
the gallery’s most popular wedding gifts, with turned
wood bowls for salads and other uses coming in a
close second. Decanters and drinking glasses by
local glassmaker Hayden Wilson are also currently in
high demand.
“These products are created by people who
pour their soul into their work,” says Dillingham.
“Their commitment to their craft can be felt in each
piece and I think that makes the item very special
for a couple celebrating the start of a committed
relationship.”
At New Morning Gallery, also in Biltmore Village,
functional pottery including dinnerware, wine coolers
and bowls, are top picks for couples creating a bridal
registry, though home furnishings are becoming
increasingly prevalent, according to the gallery’s

The Laurel Wedding Guide

bridal consultant Arlene McDonald. Many one-of-akind items are available, including custom-designed
furniture. And no kitchen is complete without a glazed
ceramic bacon cooker, originally created for New
Morning Gallery by potter Clyde Gobble.
“With more than 1,000 artists represented, we
have gifts to suit everyone,” says McDonald, “but the
common denominator for couples is the fact that
they’re all handcrafted in the US.”
The trend toward gifts that are both functional
and artfully designed isn’t limited to those for the
bride and groom. While jewelry remains a top
choice for wedding parties, other ideas include
hand-painted ceramic coffee mugs, silkscreen
reproduction notecards and inlaid wood boxes for
keepsakes, jewelry or storing electronics. Bellagio
Art to Wear, a boutique specializing in one-of-akind clothing and accessories created by local and
regional artists, offers popular fashion pieces such
as scarves, hats and handbags.
Hazelwood Soap Company, in Waynesville,

provides artisanal bath, body and home products
made in small batches using natural ingredients and
essential oils. The company’s items are popular for
brides and grooms as well as for wedding party gifts
and guest favors. Lotions, body washes and soy wax
candles are choices that can be personalized and
produced in a travel size perfect for favors or gift bags
for out-of-town guests. Wooden bow ties are great
options for groomsmen, while beer soap, made by
incorporating local brews into shea butter bar soap, is
perfect for fans of the frosty beverage.
“Folks who wed here are proud of our area and
eager to share their local finds with guests, especially
those from other places,” says Hazelwood’s co-owner
Diana Laursen. “Even if they decide they just want to
include our soap, personalized with their name and
wedding date, in the bathroom, that’s a unique touch
for a functional item.”
For locations, hours and other information, visit southernhighlandguild.org,
newmorninggallerync.com, bellagioarttowear.com and
hazelwoodsoapcompany.com.

Maple bowl with white milk
paint. Mark Gardner, artist
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The Literary Gardener

A Garden Wedding Classic
A

mong the best
known love poems
in the English language
is Christopher Marlowe’s
“The Passionate
Shepherd to His Love,”
first published in 1599.
A popular reading for
By Carol Howard
weddings, the rhymed
couplets of this Elizabethan classic are especially suited
to a garden ceremony.
“Come live with me and be my love,” calls the
shepherd groom to his beloved in the famous opening
line of the poem. The invitation is gentle and
coaxing. Never in the poem’s several verses
does the lover take his beloved for granted.
To the contrary, he spends the entirety
of the poem beckoning the beloved to
his woodland home and offering up the
exquisite bounties of nature. Together, he
promises, they may explore the “pleasures”
of the “valleys, groves, hills, and fields.”
Lest the beauties of the countryside fail
to woo the beloved, the shepherd promises
a trove of handcrafted floral luxuries:
And I will make thee beds of Roses
And a thousand fragrant posies,
A cap of flowers, and a kirtle
Embroidered all with leaves of Myrtle.
Who could resist such elegant treasures? Even the
clothing—the “kirtle” is a long, flowing over-garment
worn by women or men—will be decorated with
leaves of myrtle, whose delicate, white, starshaped flowers are symbols of beauty, love and
marriage according to the tradition of floriography
(the coded language of flowers). Fragrant myrtle crowns
were historically worn by brides-to-be.
Beyond the bounteous natural riches, the shepherd
promises still more treasures to behold: by the fourth stanza,
he has offered “a gown made of the finest wool” from his
flock and slippers donned with gold buckles. Marlowe
leaves us to puzzle over the question of where the humble
shepherd expects to find gold. The rich tastes of court life
rest easy here amid the simple pleasures of the countryside.
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Such is the tradition of the pastoral mode, steeped
in the natural landscape and its floral wealth, whose
beauties were sung by Marlowe and his contemporaries.
He knew well the long tradition of Golden Age pastoral,
a tradition of innocent, idealized country life, in which
the honest shepherd—free from care or woe—is imbued
with the noblest character of the aristocratic court. In
the Elizabethan period, the Golden Age represented
a literary ideal of a noble past—a world of peace,
innocence, prosperity and beauty.
Marlowe was one of the originators of the idea of
the Golden Age in pastoral English poetry, yet he had a
classical Roman
model to guide
him. He was an
early translator of
the Roman poet
Ovid’s Amores,
the love poems,
into English.
There is
something
ingenuous
about
Marlowe’s
poem
throughout. And why not?
He was a young man in his
twenties when he wrote the
Shepherd’s love verses.
Would an older Marlowe
have turned back to his
youthful lyrics and been
amused by his own
naiveté? We shall
never
know. Marlowe
Stephanie Sipp, artist
was murdered under
mysterious circumstances at the age of twenty-nine.
But Sir Walter Raleigh certainly regarded the poem as
naively romantic. In a poetic response, the older Raleigh
observed that, with time, “the flowers do fade.” His sober
caution toward his younger colleague’s romantic ideal is a
sensible reminder to eager young couples that time passes
and marriage takes work.
Read the full text of Christopher Marlowe’s The Passionate Shepherd to His Love
and Raleigh’s The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd at poetryfoundation.org.

