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It all started when Samantha's florist didn't 

show up on her wedding day. "We started 

calling and emailing him... no response. So, 

our family friends ran to Ingles to get flowers. 

I walked in and saw these beautiful flowers 

laying on the table. I had no idea where they 

came from or how it happened, but it looked 

great and I was ready to walk down the aisle. I 

was just blown away at how pretty the flowers 

were. I was touched that Ingles jumped into 

it as quickly as they did. I mean they were 

very understanding of the situation. They 

did a really good job." You don't have to wait 

until the day of your wedding to see how the 

professionals at the Ingles Floral Department 

can make any celebration more beautiful.

My name is Samantha Phillips, and this is

ingles-markets.com
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eddings range from quiet and simple 
elopements with minimalist ceremonies 

to royal pageantries employing hundreds and 
costing hundreds of thousands. Most weddings, 

of course, fall somewhere in between and can be made as 
individualized as the bride and groom themselves.

For our Summer Wedding Guide, we gather valuable 
information, tips and advice to make the day run as 
smoothly as possible so that only good memories 
accompany couples into their new lives.

Narrowing down venues from all of the beauty that 
Western North Carolina offers may be the most difficult 
choice that couples face. Our pages offer a few of the 
beautiful sites available, a variety of lovely backgrounds 
for all of the special moments whether couples desire 

ponds, waterfalls, mountain views or farmland pastures. 
Many of these venues also provide lodging, catering and 
help with some of the finer details involved in planning the 
perfect day.

Our guide also offers help with transportation, 
flowers, fashion, jewelry, wedding planning in general 
and thoughtful and unique gift giving from some of our 
region’s talented artists. We even provide some advice for 
newlyweds as they set out to find a home for the settling 
down phase of marriage.

To all of those in the detail-oriented planning stages or 
those newly engaged and wondering where to begin, we 
hope that you find this advice helpful and inspiring.

And may much love and happiness follow those 
wedding vows!
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By Charles Josef

Finding the perfect gown is certainly an important 
part of wedding planning. Unfortunately, many brides 

discover that their fabulous, seemingly one-of-a-kind 
manufactured gown loses its luster when five other girls 
in the area are wearing the same one. There are, however, 
remedies to make any gown unique. 

Custom design, requiring a sense of style and 
knowledge of what looks best on you, is the surest way to 
achieve an individualized gown. This is the choice for those 
who know what they want. The bride who is uncertain 
will only find herself frustrated, leading to big bills if 
unexpected adjustments are made. On the other hand, 
that savvy bride who knows her style inside and out will 
breathe a sigh of relief knowing that she has not had to 
compromise. 

Lustrous satins are perfect for winter evening weddings. 
Choose minimalist styles that are finely constructed and 

wear them with heirloom jewelry for a classic look. For a 
spring or summer wedding, opt for a delicate Chantilly 
lace that emphasizes youth and femininity. The smartest 
brides pick a style with a removable train or convertible 
skirt that offers ceremony elegance and ease of movement 
at the reception.

The next options are for brides who are uncertain of 
what they want or who have been inspired by a photo. 
They too can, with a bridal consultant’s help, find that 
dream dress. It is not uncommon to hear someone say that 
the gown she chose was the complete opposite of what 
she thought she wanted. Most brides can find a style that 
matches their vision when offered a wide selection. It is 
the bridal consultant who will listen to what you need and 
lead you to the perfect gown. Most brides go this route as 
it is easiest and most practical, but, unfortunately, some 
end up with very similar or identical manufactured gowns. 

The key to making the most of your bridal shop 
gown is customization or alterations to make it look like 

Pathways to Unique Bridal Gowns

Charles Josef Bridal. Photos by 
Briana Autran Photography
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it was made for you. A manufactured gown has many 
possibilities: from customizations like new necklines and 
removable trains to simple alterations like sleeve hems, 
added belts and fine tuning.

Neckline alterations are popular and can make a basic 
gown special by emphasizing positive traits and framing 
the face. The proper placement of lines can transform 
your standard gown to a custom dress that flatters you 
like nothing else. For the most bang for your buck, have 
a high neckline remade into a V to lengthen your neck, 

or make an addition of 
net, straps or sleeves to a 
strapless bustier.

For those less daring, try 
simple alterations. Raising a 
sleeve or hemline can add 
distinction without breaking 
the bank or deviating too far 
from the original style. Pair 
this with some fine tailoring 
that accentuates the curves 
of your body to give you a 
bespoke look. Remember, 
though, to avoid going too 
tight with alterations. 

Don’t be afraid to be 
practical. Keep in mind that 
you will be wearing a style of 
garment that you rarely wear 
and, in most cases, you will be 
wearing it for more than eight 

hours. Alterations are able to address those little things 
that may be a bother on the big day. 

One last thing to remember is that no one will second 
guess your choice so pick the dress that is right for you 
and have it fit to perfection. Your groom and guests are 
only going to see the most beautiful you whatever you 
wear.

Charles Josef Bridal is located at 3765 Sweeten Creek Road in Arden. All 
services are offered by appointment and all of the garments are produced in 
Asheville. To learn more, visit charlesjosefbridal.com or call 828.678.0196. 

Charles Josef Bridal. 
Photo by Eric McKinney
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INTERNATIONALLY-ACCLAIMED
MUSIC HALL IN ASHEVILLE

Located in the heart of hip West Asheville, 
Isis Music Hall can host nearly any size 

wedding and event from intimate rehearsal 
dinners to large indoor or outdoor weddings. 

www.IsisAsheville.com

828.575.2737 

lillianna@bellsouth.net
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By Carolyn Schweitz

The services necessary 
to make a wedding day 

go smoothly are many and, 
fortunately, residents of 
Western North Carolina 
have a host of local options. 
Here are just a few of the 
professionals who can handle 
some of the details leading up 
to that all-important day.

Flowers
Ray’s Florist and 

Greenhouse, in Sylva, 
has been in the business 
of creating unique fl oral 
designs for more than 20 
years. Owner Ray Nations 
and his experienced staff 
bring professional quality to 
creating both traditional and 
contemporary designs.

“We are able to turn any 
vision into a reality,” says 
designer Mary Albright. “We are event specialists, large 
and small, and are available in all areas of the western 
mountain region of North Carolina.”

Ray’s Florist works with many of the destination wedding 
sites in WNC, as well as country clubs and resorts. 
 
Cosmetic Treatments and Spa Services

For services before the big day, visit Asheville’s 
Mountain Radiance Medical Spa and Skin Spa Asheville.

Medical Director Allan Zacher, MD started Mountain 
Radiance Medical Spa, PLLC in 2008 in order to provide 
non-surgical cosmetic treatment to the area. Mountain 
Radiance offers some of the best techniques to reverse 
the appearance of age on the face and other areas of 
the body. Their services include: Botox®, Juvederm®, 
laser hair removal, laser skin treatment and cellular 
therapy. Mountain Radiance also offers a day spa, Skin 
Spa Asheville, which includes services such as facial 
treatments, lash treatments, waxing and a nail spa. A full 
list of Mountain Radiance’s services can be found on the 
website.

Dr. Zacher has been a physician for more than 25 
years. He is board certifi ed in anesthesiology and has 

advanced training in cosmetic 
dermatology. Patients 
comment that his technique 
is almost painless, especially 
compared to other providers 
they have experienced. “I 
have a deep understanding 
of the physiology and 
pharmacology of the 
substances used for age 
reversal,” says Dr. Zacher. “I 
pride myself on principles of 
precision, painlessness and 
artistry, with attention to the 
client’s budget.”

Transportation
High Country Travel 

was established by owner 
John Faulk in answer to 
the local demand for group 
transportation and shuttle 
services. High Country 
specializes in wedding and 
business groups with specifi c 
transportation needs. 

“Our experienced drivers have years of accident-free 
drive time and have an intimate knowledge of area roads, 
as well as seasonal driving challenges,” says Faulk.

Additionally, High Country is locally owned and 
operated in Dillsboro, so that transportation needs can be 
kept within the region.

Ray’s Florist and Greenhouse is located at 250 Marsh Lily Drive in Sylva. 
For more information visit rayandcofl orist.com, call 828.586.5830 or email 
raysfl orist@gmail.com. To learn more about Mountain Radiance, located at 46 
Haywood Street in Asheville, visit mountainradiance.com or call 828.627.2711. 
Hours are Tuesday through Saturday. Skin Spa Asheville is open Tuesday 
through Saturday and by appointment on Sunday and Monday. For more 
information, visit skinspaasheville.com, call 828.398.9713 or email info@
skinspaasheville.com. For more information about High Country Travel, call 
828.506.3463, fi nd on Facebook or email johnfaulk1051@yahoo.com. 

Taking Care of the Details Professionally

Ray’s Florist. Photo 
by Mary Albright
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By Emma Castleberry

Behind most every wedding is a team of people 
who make the magic happen. The job of making 

the perfect wedding day a reality is often an invisible 
one–the best vendors are those who stay truly behind-
the-scenes. After all, there are only two starring roles in 
the production that is a 
wedding.

For Lauren and 
Matthew, the dream team 
started with wedding 
planner Shay Brown 
of Shay Brown Events. 
Lauren’s mother, Donna, 
first discovered Brown 
and then introduced her 
to the bride. “We all had 
a great connection and 
from that call, I knew they 
would be great to work 
with on the details for the 
wedding,” says Brown. 
“Lauren was so sweet and 
she had a clear vision of 
her personal style and 
elements that she wanted 
to see incorporated 
into her wedding.” The 
couple chose Deerpark at 
Biltmore as their venue, 
which gave Brown a 
glamorous starting point 
for designing the wedding 
of Lauren’s dreams. “Elegant, simple and romantic is the 
way I would describe it,” says Brown. “It is so refreshing to 
work with a client that is detail-oriented, knows her style 
and vision and trusts you to do your job and execute that 
vision.” 

Brown has enough experience in wedding planning to 
know that you customize your services to the bride, not 
the other way around, and no two brides are exactly alike. 
“Assisting Lauren with the design of the wedding was the 
highlight of planning,” says Brown. “We also worked with 
some amazing vendors.”

Lauren hired Becky’s Florist, owned by a family friend, 
to produce the floral designs for her Biltmore wedding. 
“Becky and I worked together on providing Lauren with 
the vision and design of the wedding,” says Brown. “The 
floral was stunning and it was great to work with such a 

talented person.” Lauren and Matthew brought in Ashleigh 
Donahue to take their engagement photos in D.C., and 
Donahue came out to North Carolina a week before the 
wedding to do Lauren’s bridal portraits. Perhaps the most 
memorable moment for Donahue was the “first look” 
image on the couples’ wedding day. “Their first look was 
the best,” she says. “Lauren was super nervous about 

Matthew’s reaction, and 
when she told him he could 
turn around, he ran to her, 
grabbed her and spun her 
around, saying ‘Wow, just 
wow!’” 

It’s possible that the hair 
and makeup team helped 
garner that emotional 
reaction from Matthew. 
Cody Pettry of Pearl 
Asheville provided hair and 
makeup services for Lauren 
and her bridesmaids. “With 
the Biltmore as a backdrop, 
Lauren and Matthew’s 
wedding was a dreamy, 
fairy-tale occasion. Even 
the rain couldn’t put a 
damper on the love in the 
air,” says Pettry. “What I 
loved about working with 
Lauren was her vision for a 
timeless, romantic wedding. 
To achieve this style, I 
highlighted her natural 
beauty with radiant glowing 

skin, a soft pink cheek, a classic lined eye and a nude lip, all 
framed by soft and whimsical curls.”

Venue, flowers, photographs, makeup and hair can all 
come together for a remarkable wedding, but it takes 
the right vendors—and the right leadership. Lauren and 
Matthew assembled an experienced, flexible team of 
vendors who worked together to give them the magical 
wedding they truly wanted. “Our goal at Shay Brown 
Events is to listen to our client and provide them with 
exceptional service for their special day,” says Brown. “We 
want to be the person that lets you have a day you will 
always remember, and being present and there for our 
client is our main goal.” 

For more information, visit shaybrownevents.com, codysweddingcreations.com 
and ashleighdonahue.org, and email Becky’s Florist at flowergirl@bellsouth.net. 

The Laurel Wedding Guide

A Real Wedding: Lauren & Matthew

Ashleigh Donahue Photography
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Once couples have determined what they want in a 
venue—considering budget, services, convenience 

and their personalities—then the search begins to find a 
place that matches expectations and needs. 

Beverly Gottfried, proprietor of The Farm in Candler, 
says there are obvious considerations when choosing a 
venue. “But we think there is an over-riding consideration. 
How do you feel when you and your fiancé are at the 
venue? Are you comfortable? Do you like the staff and do 
you trust them with your most important day?”

Some couples keep guests in mind as they decide. Is 
there lodging on-site or nearby? Are there transportation 
services and parking? Are there nearby restaurants and 
shops or on-site recreational opportunities?

“Brides who put a good deal of weight on deciding the 
venue rather than the date are more likely to have that 
picture of their special day met,” says Callie Wellendorf, 
director of marketing at The Lodge at Bear River. “It is 
very hard to make any decisions until you have the venue, 
and it really sets the stage for your wedding day. A venue 
has to speak to your heart and when it does, the magic 
begins.”

Some couples want to go farther afield, but for those 
who enjoy Asheville’s vibe, there are options that offer 
beauty, convenience and something a little offbeat.

The NorTh CaroliNa arboreTum
This 434-acre public garden in Asheville contains 65 

acres of cultivated gardens, including nine wedding 
locations offering versatility as well as natural beauty. “Due 
to the Arboretum’s natural garden setting, clients find that 
they don’t have to contribute many decorations since the 
grounds are always full of beauty and are well-kept,” says 
Whitney Smith, manager of marketing and public relations.

The Arboretum offers a day-of coordination package 
with a staff member to create a custom timeline, assist 
with decorations, coordinate outside vendors, develop 
customized diagrams for each wedding location and serve 
as the on-site contact for the couple and their guests.

“Outdoorsy, nature-lovers” find the Arboretum an ideal 
venue, Smith says. “Plus, the Arboretum property is dog-
friendly so couples really enjoy the opportunity to have 
their furry friends as part of the big day!”

isis musiC hall aNd KiTCheN 743
For a more urban setting, with the benefit of some 

great music and on-site catering, couples may want 
to consider West Asheville’s Isis Music Hall, a premier 

concert venue, bar and eatery. The historic Art Deco 
building, restored since its days as a 1930s cinema, boasts 
two stages, multiple bars and an outdoor patio.

“I think what sets Isis apart from other local venues 
is our strong tie to the music scene in Asheville,” says 
Melissa Dean with Two Birds Marketing. “Couples can 
literally share the stage with Grammy-winning artists. 
What a wonderful wedding story to share!” 

Chefs at Kitchen 743 will work with couples to prepare 
a menu and Isis Music Hall staff can assist with flowers and 
décor. “We have hands-on knowledge of bands both local 
and regional with recommendations for the type of music 
for any occasion,” Dean says.

ambrose WesT
The newest venue in West Asheville is a restored 

church, containing event spaces separated by an outside 
courtyard with flower planters and twinkle lights. Haywood 
Hall’s open-beam ceiling and atmospheric wall sconces 
provide an intimate, romantic space. The Beacham Room 
is a smaller space with a gas fireplace.

“We cater towards couples who appreciate the 
uniqueness of Asheville,” says co-owner Nikki Woods. 
“We are one of a few urban venues and are thrilled to be 
located in the very popular and growing West Asheville. 
We offer a space that allows events to be indoors, 
outdoors and a mix of both.”

Ambrose West offers the services of an in-house 
planner and also works with other event planners in 
Asheville. There is ample parking for guests. “For couples, 
we pride ourselves on facilitating a unique connection 
with the space and on giving them an opportunity to 
enjoy their special day stress-free,” Woods says.

The lodge aT bear river
For some couples, the perfect venue means an escape 

from the city into more pastoral locations.
The Lodge at Bear River, near Hot Springs, is just 45 

minutes from Asheville with all of the mountain ambience 
a couple could want. “You really are one with the 
mountains and the sound of the Big Laurel stream as it 
weaves its way throughout Bear River,” says Wellendorf. 
“Brides really want to make their wedding uniquely their 
own and the Lodge lends itself from casual to formal 
in feel and everything in between. The Adirondack 
architecture makes a statement which aligns with the 
vision of a true mountain wedding.” Touches include 
reclaimed wood floors, stone fireplaces and a fire pit.

For those couples who want the convenience of 
family and friends lodged nearby, the Bear River gated 

Backdrops for Beautiful Weddings
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community contains four 
vacation rental homes and 
RiverDance, a bed-and-
breakfast. 

THE FARM
Couples discovering 

the benefi ts of a wedding 
venue with catering, 
lodging, multiple settings for 
ceremonies and a dedicated 
staff have made The Farm in 
Candler one of the fastest 
growing businesses in the 
Asheville area. In April, after a 40 percent increase in 
events in the last year, The Farm received the Sky High 
Growth Award from the Asheville Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

The Farm comprises a four-season Event Center, seven 
cabins and cottages, a farm-to-table catering operation, 
an organic garden and a kitchen with dining space that 
can be used for rehearsal dinners and brunches. A recent 
addition is a bar package featuring the best of Asheville’s 
craft beers and ciders as well as delicious house wines.

“Our grounds are beautifully landscaped with colorful 
fl owers in spring, summer and fall and we’ve installed 
unique lighting to create an enchanting atmosphere at 
night,” says Gottfried. “Photographers tell us that they love 
to shoot at our venue because there are so many great 
settings for their pictures.”

Wedding packages include access to the center’s 
extensive inventory of décor items and a dedicated staff 
with the experience to ensure that events run smoothly. 
“We believe our staff is our best asset,” Gottfried says, 
“and we will all work hard to exceed your expectations.”

FRANNY’S FARM
In Leicester, just ten miles from downtown Asheville, 

is another bucolic venue. Owners Frances and Jeff Tacy 
describe Franny’s Farm as “a rustic-chic locale with real-life 
farm fl air.”

Couples are offered everything from elopements and 
pop-up ceremonies to full-service event planning for up 
to 400 people. “Our fl exibility, affordability and creativity 
allow couples to fulfi ll their dream wedding within their 
budget,” Frances says.

Amenities include the popular LOVE Barn, spaces for 
all events and on-site lodging, including campsites and 
cabins. The picturesque setting boasts pastures, gardens 
and woods, with breathtaking views of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. “Franny’s Farm attracts couples that are 
creative, fun, adventurous and lovers of animals and the 
outdoors,” Frances says.

MAGGIE VALLEY 
CLUB & RESORT

Views of the Smoky 
Mountains abound at the 
Maggie Valley Club & Resort, 
situated at an elevation of 
3,000 feet. “From our fi rst 
days as the Moody House 
to the North Carolina golf 
resort we are today, Maggie 
Valley Club & Resort has 
always had a history of 
southern hospitality,” says 
Caitlin Noland, marketing 

and membership sales manager. “Our resort is the perfect 
location to be away from the fast-paced city, relax and 
enjoy fi rst-class dining and entertainment.”

Catering is available and the Clubhouse has spacious 
changing rooms for the bridal party preparation. The 
nearby Maggie Valley Wellness Center offers pampering 
services for before and after the event.

With its rustic lodge décor, cathedral ceilings and 
fl oor-to-ceiling windows, the Renaissance Room can be set 
up for small or large events. Its doors open to a covered 
verandah with views of the surrounding mountains. “You’ll 
have picked the perfect location for your special day,” says 
Noland.

PISGAH VIEW RANCH
Another venue with stunning scenery is Pisgah View 

Ranch in Candler where, says co-owner and operator 
Cindy Cogburn, “Mt. Pisgah looms majestically in nearly 
every view.” This historic property has been family-owned 
since 1790 and has operated as a guest ranch since 1941.

Outdoor settings include an island in the pond and a 
grassy area near the Big Red Barn. The barn’s Dance Hall is 
the most popular indoor venue and may also be used for 
rehearsal dinners, wedding party luncheons, receptions 
and as an alternative location in inclement weather. The 
Pisgah Room in the Ranch House is a smaller venue with a 
great view of Mt. Pisgah. Staff at the ranch will work with 
outside planners to help make the wedding day special.

Guest cabins are available and, with advance planning, 
the ranch can provide sleeping accommodations for 50 to 
130 guests. Recreation opportunities include trail hiking, 
guided horseback riding, swimming and racket games.

“Our ranch is so remote that there is no sound of 
anything but nature,” Cogburn says. “It feels very private. 
Guests feel that it’s all theirs for their very important 
ceremony.”

To learn more, email weddings@ncarboretum.org, and visit isisasheville.com, 
ambrosewest.com, thelodgeatbearriver.com, thefarmevents.com, frannysfarm.
com, maggievalleyclub.com, pisgahviewranch.net and smokymtngetaways.net.

 Franny’s Farm. Photo 
by Ryan Baumgardner
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While the wedding registry removes some of the 
stress from gift buying for newlyweds, it also 

removes some of the fun. A blender or cutlery set might 
be a practical and appreciated gift, but a more personal 
present is often appreciated, too. Unless you know a 
couples’ tastes (and interior decorating plan), purchasing 
a piece of art might seem like a risky choice, but these 
artists provide 
gift options 
that almost 
any couple 
will cherish for 
years to come.

Art isn’t just 
something for 
hanging on the 
walls. There 
are a variety 
of types of 
art that can 
be used in 
the kitchen 
or other parts 
of the home. 
Andy Cooper 
of Andy’s Artful 
Furnishings 
creates serving 
boards from 
native, local 
hardwoods like 
walnut, maple, 
tulipwood, cherry and oak. “They are all completely unique 
with hand-forged metal handles,” Cooper says. “They will 
last forever if cared for, and they can be personalized 
with a woodburned design or laser engraving.” Cooper’s 
serving boards start at 8 inches long and about $100. 
“They are typically finished in a super durable poly finish, 
but can also be made with an all-natural butcher block 
finish,” Cooper says. Additionally, Cooper makes magnetic 
knife holders. At $75, these are the perfect gift for a more 
advanced pair of chefs. 

Art can also be a beautiful, personalized way to 
commemorate a couple’s special day. “Live wedding 
painting is a new trend in the Asheville area, compared to 
larger cities,” says Sahar Fakhoury, who first started live 
painting at weddings in 2016. “It is a completely unique 

idea to make the wedding even more memorable and to 
wow the guests.” The live paintings can be created at the 
wedding, reception or rehearsal dinner. Prices depend 
on the size of the painting and the distance of travel for 
the artist. “The paintings make for a memorable wedding 
gift and add some extra energy and entertainment to the 
reception in addition to giving the bride and groom an 
original, personalized work of art,” says Fakhoury. “This gift 
will stand out unlike anything else they receive that day!”

Painters 
have long been 
commissioned 
to paint 
coronations, 
weddings 
and all kinds 
of events 
for royalty, 
especially 
before the 
invention of 
the camera, 
explains the 
wedding 
guide’s cover 
artist Cheryl 
Keefer, who 
also completes 
these 
commissioned 
paintings. 
“My wedding 
paintings 
tend to be 

celebratory and include guests eating, dancing and talking, 
and featuring the bridal couple,” says Keefer. “In addition 
to the finished painting, the process is a special treat 
for everyone in attendance at the event. Guests enjoy 
watching the painting evolve and get a kick out of seeing 
themselves appear on canvas.” Keefer usually provides 
a 16” x 20” oil on canvas painting for her wedding clients, 
starting at about $1,070. 

While the registry has its place, there are plenty 
of artistic ways to provide a memorable gift for the 
newlyweds. These handcrafted gifts are sure to bring joy 
to their recipients. 

For more information, visit andysartfulfurnishings.com. Find Sahar Fakhoury 
at sahar-art.com or saharafakhoury@gmail.com. To learn more about Cheryl 
Keefer, visit cherylkeefer.com or call 828.450.1104.
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Celebrate Nuptials with the Gift of Art

 Live wedding painting. Sahar Fakhoury, artist
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Rather than following wedding jewelry trends, many 
brides and grooms are bucking them and focusing 

instead on unique pieces that reflect their personalities 
and relationship as well as their values. One-of-a-kind or 
custom-designed rings made of ethically sourced materials 
continue to grow in popularity.

“We don’t really do trends and 
I think that’s the appeal of Susan’s 
pieces,” says Blue Goldsmith’s 
marketing director Elizabeth May 
of owner and jeweler Susan West’s 
work. “She has been in business 
for 24 years and she has never 
repeated a design.”

Using only sustainable, conflict-
free stones and recycled precious 
metals, West works closely with 
couples to create jewelry based on 
their style and preference. Though 
engagement rings, wedding bands 
and other wedding jewelry are a 
large part of her business, she also 
does many anniversary gifts. 

Q Evon Jewelry’s Signature 
Collection offers one-of-a-kind 
and limited edition pieces made 
of 14-karat gold, sterling silver, colored gemstones and 
diamonds. Owner Suzanne Q. Evon’s designs are inspired 
by her years of worldwide travel as a commercial model 
and actress. Stones including rubies, sapphires, topaz, 
opals and tourmalines are hand-cut and individually 
chosen by Evon for her creations.  

The majority of pieces at Fox & Beaux Boutique are 
also one-of-a-kind, with designers Lauren Moody and 
Tristan Thompson gaining inspiration from the seasons 

as well as from color palettes and gemstones. “This is 
the age of Millennials, and they all want something that 
no one else has,” says Moody, who is also the owner of 
Fox & Beaux. “Something that has a story and is ethically 
sourced and made.”

Moody and Thompson use primarily natural raw 

diamonds and 14-karat gold, recycled when possible. In 
addition to jewelry for the bride and groom, they design 
wedding party items including one-of-a-kind cufflinks, 
earrings, necklaces and bracelets.  

“There is a thrill to creating something new every 
time you sit down to sketch or work at the bench,” 
says Moody.  

For more information, visit bluegoldsmiths.com, qevon.com and 
foxandbeaux.com. 
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custom-designed rings made of ethically sourced materials 
continue to grow in popularity.
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and limited edition pieces made 
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diamonds. Owner Suzanne Q. Evon’s designs are inspired 
by her years of worldwide travel as a commercial model 
and actress. Stones including rubies, sapphires, topaz, 
opals and tourmalines are hand-cut and individually 
chosen by Evon for her creations.  

The majority of pieces at Fox & Beaux Boutique are 
also one-of-a-kind, with designers Lauren Moody and 
Tristan Thompson gaining inspiration from the seasons 

as well as from color palettes and gemstones. “This is 
the age of Millennials, and they all want something that 
no one else has,” says Moody, who is also the owner of 
Fox & Beaux. “Something that has a story and is ethically 
sourced and made.”

Moody and Thompson use primarily natural raw 

diamonds and 14-karat gold, recycled when possible. In 
addition to jewelry for the bride and groom, they design 
wedding party items including one-of-a-kind cufflinks, 
earrings, necklaces and bracelets.  

“There is a thrill to creating something new every 
time you sit down to sketch or work at the bench,” 
says Moody.  

For more information, visit bluegoldsmiths.com, qevon.com and 
foxandbeaux.com. 
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While most newlyweds 
understand that financial 

decisions will have a big impact on 
their marriage, fewer know how to 
navigate the world of investments, 
mortgages, auto loans and other 
money matters. Champion Credit 
Union (CCU), a full-service financial 
cooperative in Canton, offers a 
wide array of banking products to 
assist couples with their goals. 

“We want to help newlyweds 
find solutions to problems before 
they even have them so they can 
focus on the more important things 
in life,” says CCU marketing and 
communications manager Noralynn 
Gudger. “We celebrate with our 
members and enjoy seeing them succeed.”

CCU offers checking accounts with no maintenance 
fees, savings accounts, free mobile and online banking, 
fixed-rate credit cards and investment options including 
IRAs and Share Certificates. Competitive auto loan 

rates are provided, with financing 
typically available at the dealership. 
First-time homebuyers are walked 
through the entire process with a 
mortgage originator.

“These are just some of the ways 
that we can help couples as they 
begin their lives together,” says 
Gudger. “More than our products, 
we can offer them a local financial 
partner that is there to simplify 
banking every step of the way.”

CCU is a not-for-profit banking 
cooperative, formed in 1932, that 
has been offering services to the 
public since 2000. It now serves 
more than 24,000 members in 
Haywood, Buncombe, Henderson, 

Jackson, Swain, Madison, Graham, Macon and Transylvania 
counties.

Champion Credit Union has locations in Canton, Waynesville, Arden and 
Asheville. A Mills River location is scheduled to open in 2019. For more 
information, visit championcu.com. 
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On your very special day
We can make sure 

when you look in the mirror 

youLove  what you see.
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攀琀栀椀挀愀氀氀礀 猀漀甀爀挀攀搀

戀椀氀琀洀漀爀攀 瘀椀氀氀愀最攀  
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While most newlyweds 
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their marriage, fewer know how to 
navigate the world of investments, 
mortgages, auto loans and other 
money matters. Champion Credit 
Union (CCU), a full-service financial 
cooperative in Canton, offers a 
wide array of banking products to 
assist couples with their goals. 

“We want to help newlyweds 
find solutions to problems before 
they even have them so they can 
focus on the more important things 
in life,” says CCU marketing and 
communications manager Noralynn 
Gudger. “We celebrate with our 
members and enjoy seeing them succeed.”

CCU offers checking accounts with no maintenance 
fees, savings accounts, free mobile and online banking, 
fixed-rate credit cards and investment options including 
IRAs and Share Certificates. Competitive auto loan 

rates are provided, with financing 
typically available at the dealership. 
First-time homebuyers are walked 
through the entire process with a 
mortgage originator.

“These are just some of the ways 
that we can help couples as they 
begin their lives together,” says 
Gudger. “More than our products, 
we can offer them a local financial 
partner that is there to simplify 
banking every step of the way.”

CCU is a not-for-profit banking 
cooperative, formed in 1932, that 
has been offering services to the 
public since 2000. It now serves 
more than 24,000 members in 
Haywood, Buncombe, Henderson, 

Jackson, Swain, Madison, Graham, Macon and Transylvania 
counties.
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Asheville. A Mills River location is scheduled to open in 2019. For more 
information, visit championcu.com. 

The Laurel Wedding Guide

Leicester, NC — 20 minutes from Asheville
www.frannysfarm.com  y              

Rustic-Chic Venue for Receptions, Weddings,
Private Parties & Public Events. On-site Lodging.

Navigate the World of Finance with Champion Credit Union 

thelaurelofasheville.com • august 2018 • 53

The Laurel Wedding Guide

On your very special day
We can make sure 

when you look in the mirror 

youLove  what you see.

BOTOX®    JUVÉDERM®     LASER SERVICES  CELLULAR THERAPY • mountainradiance.com • 828.627.2711

CONSULTATIONS and PARKING 
(at the Haywood Park Hotel) 
are always complimentary!  

46 Haywood Street
Asheville, NC Atrium 11

DR. ALLAN ZACHER, MD

Love & Weddings

Plan Yours at the Ranch

Since 1941 • Just 15 miles from Asheville

828.667.9100 • www.pisgahviewranch.net
70 Pisgah View Ranch Road (off Davis Creek Road), Candler

Recommended by Trip Advisor 

漀渀攀ⴀ漀昀ⴀ愀ⴀ欀椀渀搀 漀爀椀最椀渀愀氀 搀攀猀椀最渀猀
昀氀愀眀氀攀猀猀 渀愀琀甀爀愀氀 最攀洀猀琀漀渀攀猀
攀琀栀椀挀愀氀氀礀 猀漀甀爀挀攀搀

戀椀氀琀洀漀爀攀 瘀椀氀氀愀最攀  

戀氀甀攀
眀眀眀⸀戀氀甀攀最漀氀搀猀洀椀琀栀猀⸀挀漀洀                                      㠀㈀㠀⸀㈀㜀㜀⸀㈀㔀㠀㌀



22 • the laurel of asheville wedding guide • summer/fall 201856 • thelaurelofasheville.com • august 2018

1155 tunnel road | 828.298.9777

filopastries.com

For Love’s Sake

The Laurel Wedding Guide



New Morning Gallery
art for living

Gift and Wedding Registry

7 Boston Way in Historic Biltmore Village  Asheville 28803  828.284.2831  newmorninggallerync.com

56 • thelaurelofasheville.com • august 2018

1155 tunnel road | 828.298.9777

filopastries.com

For Love’s Sake

The Laurel Wedding Guide




