The Laurel of Asheville’s

A

fter all of the excitement of proposals and
engagement announcements comes the real
work and worry—getting all of the details planned
and executed so that the chosen day is flawless and
unforgettable. Fortunately, couples don’t have to go it
alone. For every decision, large and small, that needs to
be made there are, right here in Western North Carolina,
professionals with all of the experience, know-how,
creativity and resources that go into making things turn
out as close to perfect as possible.
Our 2019 Summer Wedding Guide contains invaluable
information on choosing venues, photographers, fashion,
food and so much more. With professionals taking care
of the details, brides and grooms can let themselves
enjoy the anticipation, love and warmth as well as the
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social occasions that come with wedding plans.
Where else but Western North Carolina is there such a
plenitude of venues with unparalleled beauty and practical
convenience? Right here in our backyard are waterfalls,
lakes, expansive views, barns, flowered meadows and
more. And because WNC is such a destination in and
of itself, lodging of every kind is readily available. At the
ready, too, are professionals behind the scenes who
bring the artistic touch to everything: food, photographs,
fashion, mementos, hairstyles and the ceremony itself.
It is our hope that you find the information gathered
here helpful and inspiring as you plan your own happy
day—and the happily ever after part too. Whether it’s a
fairy tale wedding or an intimate elopement, it ought to be
as individual as the love and the personalities behind it.
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Exceptional Gifts and Remembrances
By Natasha Anderson

W

hether you’re looking for a unique way to
memorialize your own wedding or to provide a
luxurious gift for someone else’s, WNC has no shortage of
places to find thoughtful items. Here are two companies
that offer beautiful pieces to remind couples of their
special day for years to come.

The design process begins with Ellis drawing the chair’s
silhouette from all sides. She then discusses with the client
which parts of the dress will be showcased on the back.
The front of the chair is made of other fabrics or leather,
so that it is what Ellis refers to as “completely sittable” and
not just a showpiece.
“The back really is the show stopper,” she says. “I bring
fabrics and leathers, crystal nail heads and beautiful trims
to the design table to pick from.”

THE ALPACA BEDDING COMPANY

Ever After Chair.
Jenny Ellis, artist

THE ARTFUL CHAIR

“I always thought the amount of detail and beauty on
a wedding dress should be enjoyed for more than just a
day,” says The Artful Chair owner Jenny Ellis. “The Ever
After Chair makes a beautiful memory into a wonderful
and usable conversation piece.”
Ellis’s idea came about due to her observation that
today’s brides don’t typically wear their mother’s wedding
gown, preferring instead to buy their own. The Ever After
Chair was created as an alternative way for a daughter to
enjoy her mother’s dress on her special day. However, Ellis
soon began getting requests from brides who wanted a
chair made from their own gown right after the wedding.
“The customer response has been amazing,” she says. “I’ve
even had a bride select her dress with that purpose in mind.”
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Many high-end bedding items are made of delicate
materials like silk, down and wool that wear over time
and may trigger allergies. The Alpaca Bedding Company
crafts mattress pads, duvets and pillows designed to
provide the utmost comfort, even for sensitive immune
systems, as well as to hold up to long-term daily use.
“Our products are made to last a lifetime,” says
owner Sandra Hooper. “The longevity and health
benefits of alpaca bedding make this a top-shelf gift and
our selection allows for price point diversity.”
Aside from its natural hypoallergenic quality, alpaca
fiber has many other favorable features. Its hollow core
provides warmth without weight, natural wicking helps
maintain an even body temperature during sleep, fiber
memory gives bounce-back after fluffing or washing, and
the material is dust mite retardant and extremely fire
retardant. The fabric used is 600-thread-count cotton.
“We’ve been in business for ten years and we
produce the only American-made alpaca bedding line,”
says Hooper. “No duplicate gifts here!”
Learn more at TheArtfulChair.com and AlpacaBedding.com.
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Venues, Lodging and Professionals Make
Jackson County a Wedding Destination
By Gina Malone

THE VINEYARDS AT BETTY’S CREEK
The Vineyards at Betty’s Creek in Sylva offers views
f you ask anyone in Jackson County why couples
of the Blue Ridge Parkway, multiple ceremony areas and
should consider it as a wedding destination, the list
accommodations, including The Dunkard Barn Lodge and
of answers is a lengthy one: pristine natural beauty;
The Honeymoon Cottage. “The staff takes great pride in
a relaxed atmosphere;
hosting some of the most
a hearkening back to a
memorable events and will
simpler time; recreational
assist you in finding the
activities such as hiking
right vendors and caterers
and golfing; friendliness
that fit your needs,” says
of the locals and business
venue manager Tracy
owners; history and culture;
Masterson.
and, of course, its location,
The 600-acre estate
location, location.
boasts dozens of gardens,
“I would recommend
ponds and hiking trails. An
Jackson County as a
open-air pavilion seats up
destination because of the
to 250 guests and features
Great Smoky Mountains
a covered ceremony area.
National Park in addition
The Dunkard Barn
to all of the possible
Lodge is a
activities for guests
luxuriously restored
to enjoy as they visit
barn that was
this part of North
built in the 1820s
Carolina,” says
in Pennsylvania.
photographer Terri
It was purchased,
Clark. “I believe that
moved to NC and
despite the growth
reassembled as
we all see in Jackson
part of the estate
County, the vendors
and includes five
prioritize offering
en suite bedrooms,
a very personal
a fireplace and a
approach and touch
climate-controlled
with our clients.”
wine cellar. It sleeps
Finding the
up to 14 guests.
perfect venue is
The Honeymoon
often the most
Cottage features
important decision
a king-size bed,
couples face. An
a living area,
(Top) The Vineyards at Betty’s Creek. Photo by Terri Clark Photography. (Above) Vintage Barn Events
outdoors meadow
a renovated
with views or an elegantly decorated hall? Something
kitchenette and a bathroom with a tub. Its wine cellar
small and intimate or a banquet hall with room for
dates to the 1900s, and a small, enclosed back porch leads
hundreds? Along with that decision comes time of year for down to the patio.
the event. A day in the midst of spring blooms or one that
Masterson brings 14 years of experience in wedding
takes advantage of autumn splendor? Fortunately, there
planning with more than three years at The Vineyards.
are professionals who can take some of the stress out of
“With over 500 couples behind me, I think back on years
making those decisions.
of ‘little’ moments of love, fellowship and the bonding of

I
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two sets of family and friends brought together by the
ceremony and celebration of love,” she says. “My most
memorable experiences have been being included in that
warmth and love by the family or the couple and feeling
the appreciation and the joy of their experience.”
VINTAGE BARN EVENTS
Vintage Barn Events in Whittier provides a convenient
option for couples taking a do-it-yourself approach. Rental
of the rustic barn covers three days of use, allowing a day
for set-up and rehearsal before the event and another
for clean-up after. Tables and décor items, including LED
lanterns and string lights,
wine barrels, wagon wheel
bars and a kegerator,
are provided at no extra
charge. A spacious prep
room for caterers and
dressing and sitting areas
for the bridal party are
located in the building. The
22-acre property, made up
of forest, creeks and rolling
meadows, provides guests
an opportunity to enjoy
the outdoors.
“We are 20 minutes
from the Great Smoky
Mountains National
Park,” says manager
Susan Lagueux. “There
are opportunities to hike,
fish, kayak and golf in our
immediate area.”
BEAR LAKE RESERVE
Located in Tuckasegee,
Bear Lake Reserve is just a
short drive from Cashiers
and Sylva. “Our secluded
but luxurious mountain
lake community offers
year-round opportunities
for romantic getaways in
any season,” says events
manager Kelsie Rich,
“whether your taste is for summer fun in the sun, skiing,
paddleboarding or just lounging around the pool, or our
famous color season to see the leaves change, or you just
want to cozy up around the fire in the stillness of the Blue
Ridge Mountains in winter. Area towns nearby sport a ton
of history and culture that’s a bit more off the beaten path

for couples who enjoy spending time exploring together.”
Provided along with the space for the event are chairs,
tables, linens, sound equipment, service staff, food and
beverages. Options for ceremonies include the seclusion
of Mill Pond or The Lake Club overlooking Bear Lake,
which offers onsite lodging for all of the wedding guests.
Guests receive special pricing at the marina and at the
golf course.
SAWYER FAMILY FARMSTEAD
For a uniquely memorable wedding venue, consider
the year-round beauty of a Christmas tree farm. Sawyer
Family Farmstead is
a family-owned farm
overlooking Lake Glenville
on the Highlands Cashiers
Plateau. It is conveniently
located near Asheville,
Charlotte and Atlanta.
The property’s Hill
Top ceremony site with a
pergola can accommodate
up to 250 guests and is
surrounded by Fraser
firs, mountain laurel,
blueberry bushes and
grapevines. The Overlook
Porch, added in 2016, lets
guests enjoy the view
from a shady, sheltered
spot. The Chimney Pond
Meadow accommodates
up to 200 guests for an
open or tented event.
Plan “B” options in case
of inclement weather are
included at no charge.
LODGING
If close and convenient
lodging for wedding
guests is the need, Sundog
Vacation Rentals offers
luxury mountain homes
Bear Lake Reserve
that will accommodate the
entire wedding party and
Best Western Plus River Escape Inn & Suites in Dillsboro
on the Tuckasegee River has rooms with views and a deck
where small weddings can be held.
For a more historic stay, the Grand Old Lady Hotel
in Balsam, formerly Balsam Mountain Inn, is under new
ownership. This 43,000-square-foot hotel with a 100-foot
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porch was built in 1905 and opened three years later. It’s
a “step back in time for travelers,” says owner Marzena
Wyszynska, an experienced international hotelier.
Renovations to plumbing, electrical and heating systems
have been made. Walls and floors have been refurbished
and painted and there are new linens and bedding in
the rooms. The hotel now
contains a full-service
liquor bar.
PHOTOGRAPHY
When it’s time to
capture all of the moments
of the days leading up to
the event and the special
day itself, Terri Clark
Photography has the
experience to document
weddings the right way.
“When shooting a wedding,
I find each one unique
and focus on those special
details,” Clark says. “I aim
to tell the story of the
wedding day while also
visually capturing the love
between two people.”
Throughout 20 years of
photographing weddings,
the simplest moments are
the ones that have been most memorable for her—“as
brides and grooms exchange a glance, hug or a dance in
the midst of such a swirling and momentous occasion,” she
says. “I find it meaningful that these images are captured,
then handed down for future generations to treasure.”

Fusions Spa & Wellness
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FLOWERS
Located in Sylva, Ray’s Florist & Greenhouse has
served WNC for 28 years. “We try to make every wedding
special and work with any budget,” says Ray Nations. The
shop also offers rental service for plants, lanterns, candles,
containers and other decorative and necessary items.

Sawyer Family Farm. Photo by Terri Clark Photography

RELAXATION
Before the big event or when it’s all over, Fusions
Spa & Wellness in Sylva offers pampering and wellness
services including skincare and specialty facial treatments,
neuromuscular bodywork, pain relief, relaxation and
detox. Special bridal packages can
be customized for any size wedding
party. “We offer a truly unplugged
experience,” says co-owner Jeannine
Sowers. Luxurious treatments include a
massage chair, eucalyptus steam shower,
Himalayan salt stones and Ashi and Thai
massage.
Find The Vineyards at Betty’s Creek on Facebook and
Instagram. To learn more about Vintage Barn Events,
see MountainBarnEvents.com. For more about Bear
Lake Reserve, visit BearLakeReserve.com. Information
on Sawyer Family Farmstead may be found at
SawyerFamilyFarmstead.com. For lodging options, visit
SundogVacationRentals.com, BWRiverEscape.com and
GrandOldLadyHotel.com. Find Terri Clark Photography
at TerriClarkPhotography.com. For floral needs, visit
RayAndCoFlorist.com. To learn more about services
offered at Fusions Spa & Wellness, visit FusionsSpa.com.
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Sips, Sweets and Savories for Your Celebration
By Gina Malone

N

ext to the glamorous dress and the stunning venue,
guests are most likely to recall the wedding fare
when the “I do”s are said and the day is done. Whether
it’s confections, cake, hearty farm-to-fork savories or
wine, Jackson County businesses have brides and grooms
covered as they plan the big day.
“Our natural mountain landscape, gorgeous seasons
and friendly locals make Jackson County a beautiful
location for a wedding,” says
Lauren Baxley of Baxley’s
Chocolates. “You can find
everything you need and enjoy
a laid-back atmosphere as you
experience one of the most
special days of your life.”
FORAGERS CANTEEN
Foragers Canteen is located
at 42 Depot Street in Dillsboro,
where executive chef Kevin Faini
brings to the kitchen knowledge
of cuisine that is informed by his
Southern and Italian heritage.
From an early age, influenced by
his grandmothers, he developed
a deep connection to food,
the land and farming. Foragers
sources local, seasonally fresh
food to create world cuisine with
Southern charm. An online form
is available on the website for
those seeking custom catering for
weddings large or small.

find in Jackson County. And from Cotton Leigh Bakery she
promises “exceptional customer service with high-quality
taste and an artistic design for every occasion.”
BAXLEY’S CHOCOLATES
“Baxley’s Chocolates has been crafting sweet memories
for their customers for four years now though chocolate
making has been a family hobby for over 35 years,” says
Lauren Baxley. “Wedding parties have been particularly
interested in our two-piece and four-piece boxes for
wedding favors or large trays
of assorted chocolates for
receptions. We are happy to
customize our chocolates for the
wedding by using the wedding
colors or special flavors for the
bride and groom.”
A favorite request at Baxley’s
came from a bride and groom
serving breakfast fare for their
reception dinner. For the couple,
the confectioners developed a
coffee- and bacon-flavored truffle.
“We still sell the coffee truffle in
our store today,” Lauren says.
Baxley’s Chocolates is located at
546 West Main Street in Sylva.

THE WINE BAR AND CELLAR
Located at 470 West Main
Street in Sylva, The Wine Bar
and Cellar offers a great wine
selection at affordable prices.
The shop holds weekly wine
tastings with tapas, a tasting bar
and wines available by the glass.
Cotton Leigh Bakery
COTTON LEIGH BAKERY
“We believe Sylva and Jackson
Crista Thompson, pastry chef and owner of Cotton
County will only continue to grow to be one of the hottest
Leigh Bakery at 628 West Main Street in Sylva, has all
wedding destinations in the country,” says Craig Smith,
occasions and orders covered. “If you think it, we can
president of The Wine Bar and Cellar and Bear Lake
create it,” Thompson says. “Whether it’s a wedding,
Reserve, a vacation and wedding destination close to
birthday or a simple get-together, we can customize your
Sylva and Cashiers. “Our community and businesses are
order to any theme with cakes and specialty desserts.”
committed to giving couples a down-to-earth experience,
Available are custom-carved cakes, traditional and
but with a high level of excellence.”
nontraditional wedding cakes, groom’s cakes, cookies,
pastries and sweets tables. Couples may call to set up
To find out about catering options, visit ForagersCanteen.com. Find
Cotton Leigh Bakery on Facebook at Cotton Leigh, LLC, on Instagram @
one-on-one consultations and tastings.
CottonLeighBakery, or call 828.477.4566. To learn more about Baxley’s
“Beautiful views, great atmosphere and a quaint location Chocolates, visit BaxleysChocolates.com. Contact The Wine Bar and Cellar at
828.631.3075 or info@thewinebarandcellar.com.
for an intimate event” is what Thompson says couples will
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One Stop, One Celebration ...

Baxley’s Chocolates

Fusions Spa & Wellness

Grand Old Lady Hotel

Foragers Catering

Bear Lake Reserve

Best Western Plus River Escape Inn & Suites

Terri Clark Photography

Baxley’s Chocolates • 546 W. Main Street, Sylva • 828-631-3379 • baxleyschocolates.com
Foragers Catering • 42 Depot Street, Dillsboro • 828-631-4114 • foragerscanteen.com/catering
Bear Lake Reserve • 412 Lake Forest Drive, Tuckasegee • 828-293-7414 • bearlakereserve.com
Fusions Spa & Wellness • 714 W. Main Street, Sylva • 828-631-0232 • fusionsspa.com
Best Western Plus River Escape Inn & Suites • 248 WBI Drive, Dillsboro • 828-586-6060 • bwriverescape.com
Grand Old Lady Hotel • 68 7 Springs Drive, Balsam • 828-456-9498 • grandoldladyhotel.com
Terri Clark Photography • 534 West Main Street, Sylva • 828-399-0338 • terriclarkphotography.com
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JACKSON COUNTY

Sundog Vacation Rentals

Vintage Barn Events

The Vineyards at Betty’s Creek

Sawyer Family Farmstead

Cotton Leigh Bakery

Ray’s Florist

Sundog Vacation Rentals • 702 W. Main Street, Suite 200, Sylva • 828-631-6200 • sundogvacationrentals.com
Sawyer Family Farmstead • 240 Chimney Pond Road, Glenville • 828-743-5456 • sawyerfamilyfarmstead.com
Vintage Barn Events • 780 Beech Tree Road, Whittier • 828-631-5249 • mountainbarnevents.com
The Vineyards at Betty’s Creek • 10 Vineyard Lane, Sylva • 828-506-3139 • thevineyardsatbettyscreek.com
Cotton Leigh Bakery • 628 W. Main Street, Sylva • 828-477-4566 • cotton-leigh-bakery.business.site/
Ray’s Florist • 250 Marsh Lily Drive, Sylva • 828-586-5830 • raysflorist@gmail.com
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Caretaking Professionals Make Weddings Special
By Natasha Anderson

A

big part of planning the perfect wedding is hiring
professionals who understand and respect your
vision. Whether you’re looking for an officiant to hike to
your favorite waterfall, a stylist to provide elegant updos
or a photographer to capture your inner rock star, there’s
someone out there ready to assist.
“Our mountains provide the most amazing places to
have a Celebration of Love and Sacred Commitment,”
says Reverend Jacqueline Weiks. “I’ve met couples at just
about any location they could dream of for a wedding or
surprise vow renewal.”
Formally trained with four years of study through The
Christ Light Church and legally ordained in 1994, Weiks
enjoys serving diverse clientele. She has performed
surprise ceremonies and vow renewals for Harley riders

Kerr. Along with co-owner Gary Topple, who has trained
extensively in Europe with world-renowned brands
including Vidal Sassoon and Wella, Jimenez leads a diverse
team trained in the latest styling techniques.
“We offer an elevated Asheville salon experience
similar to those found in major markets like NYC, L.A. and
Chicago,” says Jiminez. “And our bridal suite is second to
none.”
Once you’ve got the look, a great photographer is
essential in preserving it for posterity. Asheville’s Studio
Misha Photography & Video does just that, letting couples
dictate the style of images they want to capture. Candid
shots, traditional poses, playful themes and images with a
high-fashion, editorial feel are all possibilities.
“I recently had a couple who were really creative and
unconventional, so I took a photojournalistic approach,
documenting what I saw and making it provocative,” says

At left with couple, Rev. Jacqueline P. Weiks

and hikers, conducted traditional weddings, LGBT+ unions
and intimate second marriage celebrations.
“The goal is to have great joy throughout the entire
process and for everyone to be relaxed as we create a
sacred and special ceremony,” says Weiks.
Whatever your vibe, stylists at Ashes & Steel Studio
are on hand to carry it through with world-class hair and
makeup assistance. Co-owner Alejandro Jimenez has
worked backstage at Victoria’s Secret Fashion Shows,
New York, Paris and London Fashion Weeks, and editorial
and commercial shoots for publications including Vogue,
Elle and Vanity Fair. He has styled countless celebrities
including Adriana Lima, Gisele Bündchen and Miranda
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Ashes & Steel Studio

owner Misha Schmiedecke. “For a couple who wanted
something funny and playful, I did a mock romance
novel cover for their engagement session, complete with
costumes and swords.”
Taking photos is only part of the job for Schmiedecke,
who has done everything from applying the bride’s eyeliner
and sewing a busted zipper to visiting a couple’s home
for a special portrait because their arthritic, elderly dog
couldn’t attend the wedding. “The relationships I build with
my clients are very important to me,” she says. “I want
everyone to feel beautiful, important and included.”
Learn more at Weddings-Asheville.com, Weddings-Gay.com,
HarleyWeddings.com, AshesandSteelStudio.com and StudioMisha.com.

The Laurel Wedding Guide
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Wedding Venues: Your Perfect Where
By Emma Castleberry

T

he where of a wedding can inform almost every other element of planning, from the date to the gown to the number
of guests. While some couples will start with that information to narrow down their venue choices, others feel that
the venue is the first step in planning any dream wedding.
Regardless of what kind of planner you are, our region is replete with a diversity of options when it comes to wedding
venues. From an urban space with concert-quality acoustics, to a swath of green pasture perfect for a rustic wedding,
Western North Carolina delivers.

a reception or rehearsal dinner. Furthermore, the space
offers lodging for up to 35 guests. “We offer a number of
packages and a broad portfolio of planning services for
couples to choose from,” says Rick. “We also give couples
the option to plan and produce as many of the wedding
elements as they wish and to use their own resources and
vendors if they choose to do so.”
The outdoor tent at Honey Hill is a recent addition to
Engadine and it has opened up some new, budget-friendly
opportunities on the beautiful property. Engadine is
moving away from a set fee for venue rental. “Instead, we
are setting our rental fee based on the number of guests,”
Rick says. “This should make us much more affordable,
especially for small weddings.” Engadine also offers
discounts based on lodging reservations, which can be
used to offset some of the wedding costs.

THE FARM

Engadine Porch Turret. Photo by
Jessica Merithew Photography

ENGADINE

Rick and Tom Bell purchased Engadine in 2014 after falling
in love with the property’s mountain views. Just 15 minutes
from Asheville, Engadine can host small, intimate weddings
and elopements in its historic inn and larger weddings
in the tented outdoor event space, Honey Hill. Vineyard
Overlook, a north-facing space, makes a perfect option for
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Myron and Beverly Gottfried own The Farm, a seventeenacre property just 10 miles from downtown Asheville.
The Farm started with a simple event barn, which is
hardly recognizable with upgrades made over the past 15
years. The Gottfrieds have added picturesque locations
for ceremonies, beautiful cabins and cottages, and a full
commercial gourmet kitchen which includes a Chef’s Table
entertaining space.
“We find that many are drawn to The Farm for our
destination wedding feel,” says Beverly. “Guests come
early and check in to our on-site cabins and cottages so
they can explore all the amazing things Asheville has to
offer. Our couples rave about the food from The Farm
Kitchen and choose to have their rehearsal dinners here
with us as well as the wedding and reception.”
The Farm offers a “laid-back peacefulness,” says Beverly,
and visitors enjoy the mountain views while strolling through
the garden and watching the resident donkey, Francis,
chase after the rest of the horses. Rental fees at The Farm
include use of the rustic, elegant Event Center, as well as

Kyle and Melina at The Farm.
Phil & Kristen Photography

the property’s lawns and wedding gazebo. “We’re always willing to brainstorm
with clients to ensure they have the wedding of their dreams,” says Beverly. “From
custom farm-to-table menus to the latest trends in craft cocktails to our ever
increasing décor inventory, we’re invested in making sure each client’s wedding is a
reflection of their own personalities.”

AMBROSE WEST

Ambrose West. Photo by JCM Photography

Ambrose West was opened by mother/daughter duo Nikki Woods and Donna
Fox in February of 2018. “We wanted to spend more time together and create
a lovely gathering space for Asheville,” says Woods. With an unbeatable
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location in the heart of trendy West Asheville, Ambrose
West offers an elegant atmosphere for the urban couple.
“Because we are family owned and operated, we strive to
make your experience an unforgettable one,” says Woods.
“By offering multiple event spaces and a dedicated
parking lot located right across the street from our venue,
we provide an option in Asheville that is not available
anywhere else.”
Ambrose West offers options for both indoor and
outdoor weddings, with a courtyard and a large deck
on site. Their indoor space is often used for concerts
so couples can also reap the benefits of the excellent
acoustics. The venue offers packages that include
the entire space as well as options to use each space
separately for smaller events. “We offer hands-on support
from start to finish, helping the bride with her vision, layout
and flow,” says Woods. “We build relationships with each
couple to ensure their event is carried out spectacularly.”
Ambrose West will offer a ten percent discount to readers
who mention The Laurel wedding guide.

PEBBLE CREEK VILLAGE

Pebble Creek Village offers a private property with
vacation homes, chalets and hotel rooms just minutes
from Cashier’s city center. “Guests can just show up
with their luggage and enjoy the beautiful surroundings,”
says co-manager Lesley Madden. Laid-back comfort and
convenience are the defining attributes at Pebble Creek.
The conference and banquet center, equipped with a
full kitchen, dining area and lounge, can be used for a
rehearsal dinner or cocktail party.
Beautiful interiors complement the lush grounds,

Ambrose West. Photo by
Maddie Kay Photography

which boast features like
creeks, waterfalls, a lake
and walking trails dotted
with rhododendrons and
other native wildflowers.
“Brides and grooms
love that they can book
the entire property and
have all their family
and friends in the same
place,” says Madden.
“Guests also seem to
appreciate the close
proximity between
units and the seamless
booking, arrival and
departure processes.”
Caitlin and Ryan at The Farm.
Photo by Fete Photography
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Learn more at
EngadineWeddingsAndEvents.com,
TheFarmEvents.com, AmbroseWest.
com or Pebble-Creek.com.
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For the couple looking for something more than City Hall,
but not quite the Biltmore Estate, we have elegantly simple
wedding packages suited uniquely for you.
Whether you need services for an elopement, a pop-up wedding
at your favorite waterfall, a full-service wedding venue, or any
special event, we have diﬀerent options for your perfect day.

26 Sweeten Creek Road, Asheville, NC 28803
828.412.3939 www.haikuido.com

thelaurelofasheville.com • august 2019 • 39

The Laurel Wedding Guide
On The Inside
Lingerie. Photo
by Sarah Hooker
Photography

Fashion Choices ... Besides the Gown
By Carolyn Schweitz

A

ll brides face the nerve-racking decision of finding the
perfect wedding dress, but what to wear underneath
the dress or on the honeymoon to follow can be an equally
stressful undertaking. And then there’s jewelry that must
be chosen or custom made.
A bride needs lingerie, and On the Inside Lingerie
has unique, comfortable and
flattering options for everyone.
Owner Elise Olson designs,
cuts and sews everything from
start to finish. Using a bride’s
individual measurements, pieces
can be custom made to ensure
the best possible fit. Readymade items are also available.
A self-taught seamstress,
Olson opened her West
Asheville store in 2005. There,
customers can shop among
her original designs and other
ethically made brands. Olson
also offers exclusive private
meetings for brides and
Ring by Blue
bridal parties. “I love to host
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bachelorette parties at the shop,” she says. “It’s a fun and
relaxed environment, and a bride can get some lingerie for
her wedding that she actually likes.”
Olson’s brand is available online and can be shipped.
Brides outside of WNC can still shop and enjoy the
excellence of this high-quality brand with select stores in
SC, NY, OR and CA carrying the line.
Susan West at Blue was inspired to become a jewelry
designer by a family photograph
showing her great-greatgrandfather with blacksmithing
and farrier machinery. The idea
of combining creativity and
metal in the design of modern,
non-conventional jewelry
excited her. She brings fine
craftsmanship and materials to
everything she creates to sell
in the store or custom designs
with clients.
On the Inside Lingerie is located at 842
Haywood Road in West Asheville. For more
information, visit OnTheInsideLingerie.com.
To learn more about Blue, located at 1 Swan
Street in Asheville’s Biltmore Village, visit
BlueGoldsmiths.com.
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