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Sweets by Old Europe Pastries

The Sweets Spread:

What Wedding Guests Are Craving
By Gina Malone

I

s it fair to assume that once guests have oohed and
aahed over the dress and the flowers and everything
that’s pleasing to the eye that their thoughts turn
immediately to food? Sweet beginnings deserve satisfying
endings, and for many that means delectable desserts—
tastes for every palate, taking into account food allergies,
sensitivities and preferences, of course.
Asheville’s Old Europe Pastries has been offering
classic European-inspired desserts with American flair
since 1994, when owner Melinda Vetro brought her
baking skills from Hungary. Her son Bence has worked
alongside her at Old Europe since he was 16 years old.
The staff includes five bakers, in addition to Melinda, and
seven baristas.
“We feel the most important thing at the end of the day
when it comes to weddings and caterings is that whoever
did the ordering is happy and satisfied with what they
ordered—from the flavor, to the look, to how it fits in with
the event they have,” says Bence. “Every detail that they
thought of we want to think of as well, so the dessert is
seamless and looks like it not only belongs but was made
for the event.”
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Popular cake offerings include tiramisu, carrot,
strawberry mousse, Black Forest and chocolate truffle.
“We work within reason with couples on special requests,”
Bence says, “just because we do not have a large amount
of storage available within the shop and have to be smart
about the choices we make. We tend to make wedding
cakes within the ranges of cakes we already offer in shop.”
Old Europe Pastries offers a wide selection of glutenfree and vegan-friendly options as well as a selection of
sizes of individual desserts. “We have done mini dessert
‘bars’ for people where we cut and assemble mini desserts
that are individually papered for ease of pickup for the
guest,” Bence says. “We also offer delivery, set-up and
platter rental if needed.”
A 48-hour notice is required for small events that may
require only a single cake. For events needing 50 to 100
servings, two weeks is sufficient, and for larger orders
such as weddings and birthday celebrations, a month’s
notice is requested.
To learn more, visit OldEuropePastries.com (where a catering form is available),
Instagram @oldeuropeasheville and Facebook (Old Europe Pastries). Old
Europe Pastries offers breakfast, coffee and drinks, and desserts and pastries
daily from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, and 7–12 a.m. on Friday
and Saturday.
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The Literary Gardener
Neruda’s Garden of Love

W

hen love calls for a poem,
and strong as to defy inquiry.
readers would do well to
Neruda’s love poems can be so passionate or tinged
turn to the great Chilean writer
with dark emotion that a wedding planner would want
Pablo Neruda. Neruda’s love
to choose excerpts carefully. There are certain lines
poems are set amid a sensuous
that one simply would not want to read in front of one’s
By Carol Howard
natural landscape of forest,
grandmother. In fact, the 19-year-old Neruda shocked
ocean and garden. A few lines
polite Chilean society in 1924 with his first book of love
from “Ode to the Lady of the Garden,” for instance,
poems. The book’s stunning effect did not keep the
could be addressed to a fiancée with a penchant for
public away, though, as it eventually sold more than a
horticulture: “You have a relationship / with the soil,
million copies.
/ with the Earth’s flowery elements.” A couple might
A literary couple might wish to explore the fullness
share the reading of an excerpt from “Ode to Love,”
of Neruda’s poetry, which encompasses not only love
a contemplative meditation in which love is no simple
but the natural world. Neruda’s odes to nature capture
emotion but a condition of self-transcendence. One
the Chilean landscape that inspired him: “I could not
could copy down, in green calligraphy, a few lines from
live separate from nature,” he declared. His desire for
any number of Neruda’s intimate poems to celebrate an
a connection to the animal world is explored in the
engagement. Neruda wrote poems in green ink, which he collections Art of Birds and Seaquake.
called “the color of hope.”
Immersed in nature though he was, Neruda also wrote
Sonnet XVII, however, is the popular choice for a
political poems that reflect his intimate knowledge of the
wedding ceremony. The poem opens with Neruda’s
public sphere—he was a prominent politician and diplomat.
speaker assuring the beloved that there is nothing
When Neruda was nominated for president of Chile in
superficial about their experience: “I don’t love you as if
1970, a journalist posed a hypothetical question: If the
you were a rose of salt, topaz, / or arrow of carnations
Chilean presidency and the Nobel Prize were
that propagate fire.” The saltspray rose or beach rose
sitting before him on the table, which
(Rosa Rugosa), found in drifts of pink amid coastal
would he choose? “I’d get up
dunes, is pretty enough, but too showy to
and sit at another table,”
compare to this beloved. The same goes
he said. While soon
for the topaz gemstone and
after the interview
the carnation. (But what
he withdrew his
a great image: look at a
own name from
single carnation stalk
the presidential
and the bloom
race to become an
does look like
advisor to Salvador
fire, no matter
Allende, Neruda
the color of
won the Nobel
the petals.
Prize for literature a
Neruda’s many
few months later.
descriptions
Carol Howard is dean
of nature and
of academics at Warren
the garden allow
Wilson College. Spanishreaders to see
language readers should
peruse the original poems.
common plants
For the English translations
through a new lens.)
quoted above, see Maria
“I love you without
Jacketti’s Neruda’s Garden:
knowing how, or when, or
An Anthology of Odes (1995)
and Mark Eisner’s The Essential
from where,” says the lover.
Neruda: Selected Poems (2004).
That is, this love is so immediate
Love Flowers. Stephanie Sipp, illustrator
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Getting Bejeweled for the Big Day
By Emma Castleberry

FourElements BeadWorks

J

ewelry has always been a central component of any
wedding celebration. While there is the obvious task of
choosing (or designing!) a wedding ring for both bride and
groom, jewelry can play other important roles in your big
day. Necklaces, earrings and bracelets can be a wonderful
way to enhance your dress or incorporate family
heirlooms into the celebration. These pieces can also act
as personal, sentimental gifts for your wedding party and
family. The following jewelers offer a variety of ways for
you to accessorize with ready-made pieces or through the
custom design process.

Blue Goldsmiths

Susan West of Blue Goldsmiths has a passion for
goldsmithing, calling it “the fusion of my two favorite
things: fire and metal.” West’s modern, unpredictable
aesthetic sets her apart. “I love working with wide bands
and unusual takes on balance and proportion,” she says.
All of West’s pieces are one-of-a-kind and will never be
recreated. She sources exclusively 100 percent refined
metals and conflict-free, natural, hand-cut stones. “I feel
strongly that what goes into a piece—including love, labor
and ethically sourced materials—is a strong part of what
the collector will get out of it,” she says.
In addition to ready-to-wear rings which can be sized to
fit, West carries a full selection of natural, loose, colored
stones and hand-cut diamonds that can be selected for a
custom project. “One of the most rewarding opportunities
in my craft is creating custom pieces, especially those with
stones or gold that have been inherited, are heirlooms
and are very sentimental,” she says.
“I’m honored to be entrusted
to create a piece with
such important
elements,
and

Diamond Rose Riverbed
ring. Susan West, jeweler
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“Each bracelet will be custom-designed for the bride,” she says. “It’s wearable
long after the wedding as well.” Yovovich also makes custom wedding ring sets
and bands using gold, silver, mixed metals and even anodized titanium, a very
affordable option.

Something
Borrowed,
Something Blue
bracelet. Noël
Yovovich, jeweler.

collaborating with a future collector for a custom project
is exceptionally rewarding. I love the feeling of knowing
that every piece I help bring to life is in the perfect forever
home.”
Blue Goldsmiths likes to meet with couples about 16
weeks before the wedding date for custom pieces. After
the design session, the piece takes 10 to 12 weeks to
create. “We also prefer to deliver a few weeks prior to
the wedding date to ensure everything is a perfect fit,”
says West. Blue Goldsmiths is located at 1 Swan Street in
Asheville.

Noël Yovovich

Noël Yovovich was a potter until she tried a jewelry class
25 years ago. “I’ve always loved minute detail and fine
craftsmanship, so the transition felt very natural to me,”
she says. Yovovich says her unique jewelry is inspired
by the motto, “If someone else is already making it, why
would I bother?”
Each piece reflects the artist’s love of design,
surprising details and color. Yovovich usually works
in silver, but sometimes other materials, as well. Her
brand-new wedding bracelet design is intended to fulfull
the traditional bridal requirements of something old,
something new, something borrowed and something blue.

Suzy Johnson of FourElements BeadWorks says her identity as a “frustrated
painter” has helped along her career in making jewelry, which started 25 years
ago. “I realized that I could ‘paint’ the world around me with stones to create
one-of-a-kind, unique beaded jewelry,” she says. “FourElements BeadWorks
was born from that realization.” Johnson sees her semi-precious jewelry
not only as
a fashion
addition for
its wearer
but also as a
healing tool. “I
learned that
all stones have
energetic
properties
that can aid
people with
many different
issues, so
my jewelry
is made with
all of that in
mind.”
For
weddings,
FourElements
can provide
matching or
coordinating
necklaces,
bracelets and
earrings for
Pearl Trio Set. FourElements
BeadWorks. Suzy Johnson, designer.
the wedding
party or
mothers of
the bride as well as the bride and groom. “I also love to make ‘Mama’ necklaces
which usually include birthstones of the mama, her kids and spouse and maybe
grandkids, too,” says Johnson. “Those are fun to do, and could be created for
the grandmothers of both the bride and groom.”
Pieces from FourElements use natural semi-precious stones, pearls, Delica
glass spacer beads, and coral and shell beads. Johnson is happy to work with
a bride to find the perfect fit. “I can work within the confines of each wedding
party’s maximum budget for the entire collection,” she says. Large orders for
more than three items receive a proportionate discount starting at 15 percent.
For more information, visit BlueGoldsmiths.com, NoelYovovich.BigCartel.com or FourElementsBeadWorks.com.
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Delight in the Details of the Big Day
By Emma Castleberry

customers’ nails and skin.”
American Nails AVL
hen the big stuff is out
offers private reservations of
of the way—dress, venue,
the salon for weddings and
invitations—it’s time to think about
other large events, allowing
the details. There are lots of little
exclusive use of the salon for
ways to make your day more
the bride or groom and their
special and full of joy, and many
guests. They also offer snacks
local providers who are ready to
and drinks during the event.
make it happen.
“We understand life is hectic,
especially when planning
American Nails AVL
a wedding,” says Chevelle.
For many brides, beautification
“The earlier you can book
is a big part of getting married.
with us the more time there
Manicures and pedicures not only
is to plan all of your needs
look great in photos, but they
for your perfect wedding
also provide a wonderful, relaxing
nails.” Reservations need to
period of down-time in which a
be made no later than two
bride can enjoy her wedding party.
weeks in advance. “We take
American Nails & Spa was
weddings very seriously and
started by Thang Chu’s family
we will make sure your nails
in 2007. In 2019, Thang and his
are absolutely perfect for
Erin and Michael Riesch wedding at The Bywater.
wife, Chevelle, bought the salon
your special day,” says Thang.
Carolina Flowers. Photo by Studio Misha Photography
from his family and changed the
The salon is located at 1341
name to American Nails AVL. The business upgraded to
Parkwood Road, Unit 104, in Asheville.
a new location and the couple works hard to provide a
Studio Misha Photography
unique salon experience. “American Nails AVL is special
One of the most effective ways to make your wedding
because we understand our clientele,” says Thang. “We
memories last is with excellent photos. The best way
hear all concerns and needs while giving your nails the
ultimate care. We use high-quality products to protect our to get those excellent photos is by hiring an excellent
photographer—especially one
who classifies herself as a
“true romantic at heart.” Misha
Schmiedecke of
Studio Misha Photography
has been photographing
and videotaping weddings
for nearly a decade. “I love
everything about it,” she says.
“I love talking with couples to
help pre-plan and coordinate
the elements of the day to
work best with photography
and their vision. I love seeing
all the plans coalesce on the
big day, feeling the excitement
of all the friends and family,
and witnessing the joining of
two lives.”

W
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On The Inside Lingerie

Studio Misha is hands-on in helping couples achieve their ideal set of wedding
photographs and video. “I listen to their plan and vision, ask questions, and then
give them examples of what has worked or not worked in the past,” she says. “And
most of the time I hear, ‘I never would have thought of that.’ I bring my many years
of experience to the table to give them the best service I can. It’s important to
me that I not only deliver great work, but also that they enjoyed their experience
throughout the whole process.” Studio Misha recommends booking six months to
a year in advance of the wedding.

On the Inside Lingerie

Lingerie is a playful part of the wedding celebration and it can be fun to involve
your wedding party in this shopping venture. Elise Olson hosts bachelorette
parties at her shop and creative studio, On the Inside Lingerie. “I think it is a
fun, different activity for women to do for their bachelorette night,” she says.
“Most often it is scheduled just after I close, so that the party can have the run
of the shop, and groups are welcome to bring champagne or other beverages for
the event. In addition to buying items for the bride, many of the parties end up
leaving with fun things for everyone!”
On the Inside began as an online business in 2006 and moved into its brickand-mortar space two years ago. Each piece is designed, cut and sewn by Olson,
who carries a full size range of ready-to-wear lingerie and also specializes in
custom fittings. “I can take your measurements and make everything just for you,”
she says. “I can even customize the colors and materials to your taste.” On the
Inside also sells a variety of other locally made lingerie brands, as well as ethically
made lingerie from around the world. On the Inside is located at 842 Haywood
Road in Asheville.
For more information, visit AmericanNailsAVL.com, StudioMisha.com or OntheInsideLingerie.com.
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May sunset at The Cabin
Ridge. Photo by Kristen
Manson Photography

Western North Carolina Boasts Venues
For Any Size and Style Wedding
By Natasha Anderson

W

hether you’re planning a wedding with a guest list
of two or 200, a secluded mountain top gathering
or an urban affair, Western North Carolina has a location
for you. Area venues offer spectacular scenery as well as
an ever-expanding list of options for creating the event of
your dreams.

The Cabin Ridge

The Cabin Ridge, an event venue on a mountaintop
near Hendersonville, offers new elopement and micro
wedding packages to accommodate those looking for a
smaller, more affordable wedding. Options range from
a brief ceremony with photos to a four-hour timeline
that includes many elements of a full-day wedding and
accommodates up to 50 guests.
The venue also offers maximum flexibility for larger
12 • the laurel of asheville wedding guide • winter 2020

weddings, with the ability to accommodate up to 130
guests and to choose one’s own vendors or go the do-ityourself route.
A rustic arbor, a 2400-square-foot pavilion with a stone
fireplace, and a rustic barn decorated with hundreds of
lights are available for use, as is a wide selection of décor
items. The Cabin Ridge is off the grid, operating solely on
solar power and gravity rainwater, making it a great option
for eco-conscious couples.

The Farm

“We have really enjoyed the new wedding trends
that evolved over the past couple of seasons,” says The
Farm’s owner, Beverly Gottfried. “Some of our favorites
include vintage and specialty furniture lounge areas,
mocktails, personalized dining experiences and intimate
destination weddings.”
Originally a family horse farm, The Farm is an award-

winning gathering place ten miles from downtown
Asheville. The property features a rustic yet elegant
event center, wedding gazebo, scenic lawns and gardens,
and comfortable, fully equipped cabins and cottages to
accommodate up to 38 guests. In addition to an already
extensive selection
of service and
decorative items,
the venue now
offers Boho Chic,
Mid-century
Modern and
Vintage Glam
furniture vignettes.
Customized
non-alcoholic
options from the
bar, personalized
dining created by
executive chef Mike
Ferrari, a new small
event space, and
customizable midweek destination
wedding packages
are also available.
Christiana and
Robert Molinski
utilized one such
package for their
October nuptials. “We don’t get to spend as much time
with our families as we’d like so keeping our wedding small
and intimate was important to us,” says Christiana. “The
Farm’s cabins allowed us to give our families separate
spaces to retreat to, while remaining close enough to
gather for spur-of-the-moment festivities.”

Maggie Valley Club and Resort

At Maggie Valley Club and Resort, a variety of both
indoor and outdoor settings make it easy to plan nearly
any size wedding. The Club’s Renaissance Room, which
opens onto a covered veranda, can be set up for small or
large events while a fireplace patio provides an ideal space
for small gatherings. Chef-assisted menu planning, on-site
accommodations, and amenities including a wellness spa,
18-hole scenic golf course and heated pool, make it easy
to provide an entertaining multi-day event for wedding
parties and guests.

Pebble Creek Village

At Pebble Creek Village, in Cashiers, wedding parties
can book the entire property, which includes vacation
homes, chalets and rooms in a private setting within

walking distance of the town’s main shopping area. A
conference and banquet center serves as a common
meeting area, site for rehearsal dinner, welcome cocktail
party or hospitality room. The facility is equipped with a
full kitchen, dining tables and a sitting area with gas log

Rydeski Wedding at The Farm

fireplace. Grounds include creeks, waterfalls, a lake and
walking trails for viewing rhododendron and other native
wildflowers.

Elevated Mountain Distilling Company

At Elevated Mountain Distilling Company, in Maggie
Valley, couples have a choice of unique options for preand post-wedding events and for the ceremony itself.
Wedding parties can make their entrance through the
barrel rack, pose for photos in front of the still or gather by
the creek. Tasting and touring can be arranged for guests
prior to the wedding, and bachelor and bachelorette
parties can make their own moonshine.
“Most guests have never been to a distillery, so they
enjoy the experience of visiting as well as attending the
wedding,” says co-owner Dave Angel.

Brevard Music Center

Brevard Music Center (BMC), located on 180 wooded
acres, offers on-site lodging and indoor and outdoor
event spaces including the new Parker Concert Hall. The
recently completed venue boasts a floor-to-ceiling glassenclosed lobby with lakeside views, an exterior
the laurel of asheville wedding guide • winter 2020 • 13
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promenade, full audiovisual
infrastructure, fully appointed
finishing kitchen and the ability
to seat up to 250 in a banquetstyle setting. The concert hall’s
retractable modular seating
system allows for ultimate
flexibility in floor plan design.
“The exquisite natural
beauty surrounding Brevard
Music Center’s new Parker
Concert Hall is one of its
most dramatic features,”
says BMC senior director of
marketing and communications
Cally Jamis Vennare. “The
promenade provides the
perfect backdrop for guests
to gather over cocktails and
create memorable photo
opportunities.”

Ambrose West

Brevard Music Center Campus and
Parker Concert Hall. Photo by Cale Self

Oak Hill on Love Lane

Options for a romantic elopement include Oak Hill on
Love Lane, a historic bed and breakfast in Waynesville that
offers all-inclusive packages with a one-hour ceremony
and up to six guests in the inn’s private garden gazebo; an
officiant; assistance with marriage license; a photographer;
and a two-night stay. Add-ons include additional venue
time, bouquet and boutonniere, and an artisan cake and

Oak Hill on Love Lane Bed & Breakfast
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champagne package, as well as the option of adding up to
20 guests.
“Since purchasing the property I have witnessed
couple after couple book a stay with us celebrating their
anniversary so why not offer weddings as well?” says Anna
Kitzis, who became the inn’s keeper in March 2019. “I’m
working with Katrina Evans at Destination Elopements to
design more opportunities for couples looking to elope
or host a small
wedding.”
In addition to
weddings, Kitzis can
arrange activities
including local craft
beer and wine
tours and massage
treatments. Onproperty, guests can
enjoy spa-quality
amenities, fresh
baked goods and
views from the
home’s wrap-around
veranda. A threecourse breakfast is
served each morning
and a romantic
dinner for two can
be arranged for
newlyweds.

For a contemporary urban wedding, Ambrose West
provides several options. The West Asheville event and
music venue offers three indoor spaces, a courtyard and
two fully stocked bars. Haywood Hall, located upstairs,
boasts a wooden barrel ceiling with exposed beams,
hardwood floors, ambient lighting and an attached outdoor
deck. As the venue’s main concert hall, the space offers
excellent acoustics and an energetic vibe. The Beacham
Room provides a modern setting, with a checkerboard
wooden ceiling, cement
flooring, custom lighted
bar and gas fireplace.
The courtyard is a
popular spot for either
an outdoor reception or
a cocktail hour.
“Custom cocktails
are a big hit now and the
bar staff really enjoys
working with couples
to offer a special drink
to complement their
big day,” says Ambrose
West co-owner Donna
Fox.
Other amenities and
conveniences include
space for food trucks,
ample parking for
guests and availability
of staff and vendors to
assist the bride, groom
and families before,
during and after the
event, including attention to sustainability concerns and
assistance with donating leftover food when possible.

Isis Music Hall

Another West Asheville option is Isis Music Hall, a
unique space that can accommodate up to 500 guests.
The venue boasts multiple private rooms, three bars, a
stage equipped with state-of-the-art sound and lighting, an
intimate piano lounge and an outdoor patio with garden
space and and a new outdoor stage. Free private parking is
available for up to 40 vehicles.
“We have many couples that share a special bond
through music, so to be able to exchange their vows on a
stage that has been shared by so many music legends is
truly a rare experience,” says co-owner Lillianna Woody.
Events at Isis are catered by the venue’s adjoining
restaurant, Kitchen 743. The kitchen provides a variety of

creative, local and seasonal food with an Asian flair and
a nod to Appalachian cuisine. Couples are assisted with
ideas for menu choices as well as music and themes.

District Wine Bar

For wine connoisseurs or those simply looking for
an intimate space with a bit of edge, District Wine
Bar, in Asheville’s River Arts District, hosts nearly any
wedding-related event including proposals, bachelor
and bachelorette parties, group tastings, showers and
receptions, post-reception bashes, rehearsal dinners and

Ambrose West. Maddie Kay Photography

pre-and post-wedding brunches.
“We’ve seen a shift from the traditional bachelor and
bachelorette parties to group tastings,” says District Wine
Bar co-owner Lauri Nichols. “We guide our couples toward
unique wines that will wow their guests and we have our
knowledgeable staff on hand to host.”
Nichols and staff strive to provide personal attention
and flexibility. Depending on the event, they can offer a
turnkey experience or work with outside planners and
caterers. They are also able to cater to the trend toward
smaller, or micro weddings, providing a more luxurious
experience for each guest. “Our goal,” says Nichols, “is to
create a memorable, stress-free experience for our happy
couples.”
To learn more, visit TheFarmEvents.com, MaggieValleyClub.com, BrevardMusic.
org, Pebble-Creek.com, OakHillonLoveLane.com, TheCabinRidge.
com, AmbroseWest.com, IsisAsheville.com, ElevatedMountain.com and
DistrictWineBar.com.
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T
Climb the mountain.
Find your spirit.

I N T E R N AT I O N A L LY- A C C L A I M E D
MUSIC HALL IN ASHEVILLE

Rehearsal Dinners • Events Venue
Whiskey Maker Dates & Parties
Located in the heart of hip West Asheville,
Isis Music Hall can host nearly any size
wedding and event from intimate rehearsal
dinners to large indoor or outdoor weddings.
www.IsisAsheville.com

ElevatedMountain.com | (828) 944-0766
3732 Soco Rd, Maggie Valley, North Carolina
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828.575.2737
lillianna@bellsouth.net

he second annual Say I Do to Hendersonville Bridal
Show will be held on March 21 at the Blue Ridge
Community College Conference Hall from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. “Hendersonville and surrounding communities offer
over 60 event venues suited for weddings and related
events,” says Beth Carden, executive director of the
Henderson County TDA. “We held our first show in 2019
with 48 vendors. This year we expect up to 60 vendors
and to grow the attendance. Brides can do one-stop
shopping at this event.”
A variety of vendors will be in attendance, from
venues to photographers to caterers. Michele Azan,
co-owner of Brightwaters Vacation Rentals, says the
event is appropriate for all types of brides and all types
of weddings. “Henderson County is a huge wedding
destination, and it seems to be getting more popular,” she
says. “We get a lot of bridal groups looking for lodging.
Brides need to know all of their available options and the
bridal show introduces those options.”
Nickii Ledford attended the Hendersonville Bridal
Show last year as a bride and will be participating as a
vendor this year to represent her services as a wedding
planner. “This show is very organized, with lots of friendly
people and the vendors are all looking out for the
bride and groom to ensure they get exactly what they
envisioned for their special day,” she says. “This area is
becoming tremendously popular for weddings so this show
gives the couple the chance to meet local vendors and see
how they fit with the couples’ style and wedding plans.”

For more information, visit VisitHendersonvilleNC.org/Weddings.

Mother
of the BRIDE

& GROOM

HISTORIC
BILTMORE VILLAGE
5 Biltmore Plaza
828.277.8100
bellagioarttowear.com

&
GIENGER

Hendersonville
Bridal Show Set for
March 21 at BRCC

SYMPLI

Point Lookout Ceremony. Photo by Rudy People Photography
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Artwork Created to
Remember, Honor
Your Special Day

漀渀攀ⴀ漀昀ⴀ愀ⴀ欀椀渀搀 漀爀椀最椀渀愀氀 搀攀猀椀最渀猀
昀氀愀眀氀攀猀猀 渀愀琀甀爀愀氀 最攀洀猀琀漀渀攀猀
攀琀栀椀挀愀氀氀礀 猀漀甀爀挀攀搀

A

customized wedding gift or memorabilia item is a great way
to capture the essence of a couple and their special event.
Asheville artist Bill Bowers, of Blue Dharma Fine Art, achieves this
by creating wedding totems, unique and thoughtful items unlike
anything you’ll find on a bridal registry.
“One of the most memorable and historically practiced
ceremonial events all over the world is the union of two people
committing to a marriage,” says Bowers. “There are many artifacts
and decorative accessories that couples keep for years to come.
It is in that tradition that I create my wedding totems, turning
meaningful memorabilia into high art dedicated to the dignity of
this special event.”
One such totem, Anointed, incorporates a red glass heart, tuning
forks, Selenite cubes and crystals. These items symbolize the sound
of love and romance emanating into the room in which the totem is
placed. Other items in the piece include Chinese coins for prosperity,
a golden pendulum and azurite, all carefully arranged in a 12-inch by
48-inch structure made of wood and plaster.
“I marvel with delight at what couples
bring me to put into their totems,”
says Bowers. “I enjoy
the stories behind
There are many artifacts and decorative
the items and those
accessories that couples keep for years to
stories actually help me to
decide where to arrange
come. It is in that tradition that I create
everything on the totem.”
my wedding totems, turning meaningful
Some of the more
memorabilia into high art dedicated to
unique items Bowers
the dignity of this special event.
recalls using are an
extracted tooth, hair from
~ Bill Bowers, Blue Dharma Fine Art
the tail of a favorite horse
and a barstool leg. Popsicle
and candy bar wrappers, photographs,
love letters, bridal veils, theater tickets
and family heirlooms have also appeared in his totems. The pieces
can be painted to look like turquoise, marble, opal or other surfaces.
“The sky’s the limit,” says Bowers. “Whatever your heart holds
dear can be embellished and on display for years to come.”

Anointed, a wedding totem. Bill Bowers, artist
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戀氀甀攀

戀椀氀琀洀漀爀攀 瘀椀氀氀愀最攀

眀眀眀⸀戀氀甀攀最漀氀搀猀洀椀琀栀猀⸀挀漀洀

㠀㈀㠀⸀㈀㜀㜀⸀㈀㔀㠀㌀

Blue Dharma Fine Art is located at 1 Page Avenue, Suite 137, in Asheville. Winter hours are 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, or by appointment. To learn more, call 941.301.1409 or
visit BlueDharmaFineArt.com.
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